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To 


TOTHERIGH TT H ©O- 
NORABLE ErizABEBTH 
' COVNTESSE DOVVAGER OF 


INCOLNE, Gracs, Muixcy, 
and Pzac x bc multiplied, 


A Ngcnuous nature, and well 
reQified reaſon, and the 
gratious Wiſedome of 
Gods holy Spirit, doc all 
! condemne ingratitude for 
an execrable vice, whereby God is dc- 
frauded of bis due praiſe, and men of 
their deſcrued thankes : For ſhunnin 
whercot, I amglad ro embrace an Fa 
02.nrmunitic to make publike vrofeffioh 
of inankeſulneſſe, both for your Honour, 
and to your Honour : For your Ho- 
nour, to the Lord who hath aduanced 
you ro the dignitic of an efc& Ladie: 
whereby you are made more noble, then 
by all your ciuill ricles , notwithſtanding 
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True EPIlSTLE 


that they be great, and illuſtrious : - and 
ro Honour in mine owne bchalte, 
for the vadeſcrued reſpeft you haue had 
of me, which hath bene confirmed by 
ſundry fruits, and. teſtifications of your 
fauour, whereby you hauc incouraged 
mee to reſt ſo farre aſſured of your loue, 
as that I preſume you will ( withour of- 
fence taking, or diſpleaſure) vouchſafe 
mee allowance, to publiſh theſc fer 
Medications, and Doctrines, with your 
Honourable countenance : for as much 
as it is no new, or {trange matter, bur 
2 warrantable cultome, continued from 
antiquitic, to Dedicaice Bookes to princt- 
pall Pcrſonages, as the Euangelilt Luke 
did his two Hiſtorics of the Golpcll, and 
AQs of the Apoltles, ta the aoble The- 
bilks. 63 
: The maine ſubicCt treatiſed of herein, 
. hope will bee found ſollid, profitable, 
umportant, and neceffary : for it concer- 
neth our freehold, both for our ſoules 
and poſteruic, The timber , and matc- 


rials ,of | it. are firme, and ſurc, al- 
| chough 


DaDIicaToRIY 


theugh the frame, and faſhion of the 
ſtructure, through the inſufficiencic of 
the builder, bee withour all beautic 
and neatnefſe. Your Ladyſhip then cal- 
Iced mee ro lay the foundation, atid be- 
gin the ground-worke of this building, 
when you were pleaſed ro employ mee 
in the exphcarion of that whole Chap- 
rer , the fſixtie firſt 'of J/aiah';, out' of 
which, one verſe is now choſen for 
chis preſent purpoſe: for although your 
Honour thought of no ſuch thing , yer » 
I deſcerning 1t to bee vſcfull for your 
comfort, deemed it allo beneficial for 
the information of many 'others \, cſpe- 
cially fichence it doth fortifie the truth 
in a queſtion of ſo' great weight; and 
moment. Yer I durſtnot bee too con- 
fident of my ſeclfe, nor leane roe hard 
on mine owne iudgement.,, but intrea- 
tcd, and obtained the afliltance of that 
worthy and iudicious Barronet, Sir E- 
rſmus. Driden, and »of the reuerend lear- 
ned, and eminent Diuine, Maſter Jobs 
Do4,wich others of good notc,and ſound 

vnder- 


THE EPISTLER, &c. 


vnderſtanding, for the peruſall, and reyi- 

ſing of my Collections, Proofes, and 

whole proſecution of the point in contro- 

ucrſic, in which regard, I doubt nor, but 

that my cadeuours ſhall finde the berter 

Acceptance at your Lap hands, and 

with many others. And thus good Ma- 

dame, belceching the God of Heauca, 

more and more to adorne your heart | 

with all beaucaly graces, (which will | 

brighten, and cternize your honour, ma» | 
rSaw,z 3.4 KIDg it 4s the light of the Morning, whon the | 

Sunne ariſeth,cuen a Morning without cloudes: [ 

and alwaics, 4s the tender graſſe ſpringing our E 

of the earth, by cleare Sunne-/bining without 

raine, 4nd not like to the fading flower of the 

field, as all the grace, and glory of the fle(b is, 

I briefcly, and hnmbly take my leaue : 


Tow? Honcars much boundes, 


RenDysatr CLaAVBER, 
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THE PFAREFACE T.Q0 
THE READER. 


Ee reade in the Goſpell of wo 
contrary ſowers ; Chriſt, and his 
enemic Satan, who fowed two 


in the ſame ſeaſon of the yeare, al- 

though the one made choice of day, and Sunne- 
light z and the other affe&ed night, and darke» 
neſſe : This worke is in hand ſtill on both parts, 
and ſo will continue vntill the harueſt of the worlds 
end : Notwithſtanding , that our Sauiour now 
dealerh by his labourers, and doth not (as then he 
did) mannage this buſinefſe in his ewne perſon. 
The bleſſed efte&, and proceeding of his holy hus- 
bandry, wee may daily diſcerne, in the multitude 
of his people, and their graces, which grow as 
good graine vpon his ground, the Churches _ 
repleniſhed with innumerable godly, and fairhfull 
Chriſtians, And fo alfo the deuils helliſh travels 
ſucceede roo well (if roo much gniſchicte , and 
t00 


contrary ſorts of feedes, the one 14,4, 11, 
* Wheartc, the other tares, andborth 2 4, 5. 


—— 
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True PREYTACE 


too many diſſ:mblers, ſeducers, feandalous , and 
eucry way pernitious peclons, may firly be {o & 

preſſed:) 'For theſe increaſe, and mulnply-faſter 
then better plants ; and fill the world with finne 
and iniquitie; as likewiſe with corrupt and damna- 
ble opt 1 ns, to the great pretudice and difyrace of 


: Religion. VVe nay ſay boldly, and with c untors 


2 Cor,06.2, 


Eph.5.15. 


one to another, for incouragement , that whiclz 
Paul dil to the Corinthiins : Behold, now ts the ac- 
cepied time, behold now u the day of Sa/uation. And 
we hate as iu{t cave with griete to admonith one 
another, as he had et! Erhe ras, when he faid : Take 
heexe that yee walke circum! petily, mot as fooles, but 45 
wiſe, redeeming the 1ime-becauſe the dates aye exill. 
V Vicked men vlually are neuer worſe then when 
the godly are beſt, as (tinking weedes flouriſh moſt 
in Summer, when {weete-flowers are in full blol- 
ſome. And itis a thing obſcruable, and worth the 
noting, that errors, and hzrefies haue their certaine 
ſeaſons of growth, and infection, being with grea- 
rer induſtry diſperſed, and more readily learned in 
one age then in another, as it is to be ſeene in hurt- 
full x 4 that they haue their ſer monechs for 
ſpringing vp, budding, blooming , and ſeeding, 
whereas before they lay hid in the carth, and afrer- 
ward haue their ftalkes and leaues, dryed vp and 
withered. Mens mindes in this caſe are ſubic to 
be ſeduced, as their bodies are to be infefted with 
contagious maladies. : ſome yeares the {mall Poxe 
rage, and in manyplaces ; and ſome yeares the Pe- 
Kilence : ſorgerimes one diſcals is generall, —_ 

r 


To Trr RErAaDetR. 


other times another, and fo haue rhe hercſics of the 
Nicolaitanes, Cerinthus, Manes, Macedonius, Ar- 
rius, Eutiches, with others, both of former and lat- 
ter yeares, preuailed each one moſt grieuouſly in 
thoſe ages, for which they were appointed by Gods 
righteous prouidence to be _— ortrials, Our 
daies ſuſtcine rhe afſaulrs eſpecially of the Papiſts, 
the Arminians, the Familiſts, and the Anabapriſts, 
who following the Arminians in ſome opinions, 
and confirmed by thetr Arguments, goe before 
them in others , whence they haue growen very 
hurtfull 2n4 infeftuous ro many. Now for their 
ſakes together w iti others, in a loving deſire to 
reduce them,an« tar a preſervariue to ſuch as might 
be infefted by them, we haue both priuatly accor- 
ding to requelts beene preft;and ready ro debate the 
marter, and now publikely to the view of the world, 
haue declared our (clues in this argument, 

Wee ſtand not vp againſt them in way of oppo- 
fiction, as Antagoniſts, or as challengers ina com- 
bate, bur in pittie, and eompaſſion at the fight of 
their miſerable fals, we as friends call vpon them to 
recouer themſclues,and riſe vp againe from the dan- 
ger of deſtrution,which they incurre by paſſing ſo 
cruell a ſentence,and deſperate doome vpon many 
millions of Gods holy (eruants, as have dedicated 
their yong children the Lord by Baptiſme, that 
ſolemne and facred Seale of his Couenanr, If the 
matter be brought to examination and ſitting, wee 
hope that nothing will be found herein, but that 
which will abide the rouch-ſtone of the Word ; but 

B 2 being 
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being men, and aot hauing an Apottolicall ſpitic of 


mialadLlitic, we dare not artogate roo much to our 
ſelues : o1ely this wee cal in the vprightneſſe of 
our hearcs athirine,that it oughthaue pafſ:d our pen, 
that is not Orthodoxe, and curraut ; fit quis late? 
U*ritas, nou qwd tndu{getur errori : Wee will not 
ſtand obſtinrc'y inthe defence of any thing thac 
ſhall appcare to be vaſounJ. Ir ſhall not be needtull 
for vs,4s we thinke,to make any large Apollogie fox 
the cnterp::ftng ot this buſtiefſe, fichence the mo- 
tiues that incitcy vs vnto it, and the end wee haye 
aimed atin it, will vado.ubredly worke a charitable 
conſtruction of vur wit. in?, in all vnpartiall and 


| ludicious perſons, that du! - « ,prehend the fame: 


and therefore be intormed (go. Reader) that vn- 
derſtanding of tlie induſtry , and great paines of 
them that are decciued in this point, to deceiue 0- 
thers : and that with divers of goo | note 1n pietic, 
they haue preuailed roo farre : and being intreated 
by ſome, to adminiſter helpe , and affiſtance to 
themſelues, and their endangered fricnds, we durſt 
not violate the precept of the Apoſ}!c, inioyning vs 
to contend for the maintenance of the common 
faith. 

Nor to make our ſclues lyable to the Prophets 
complaint : No man contenderh for the Truth. How 
many tongues, and pennes of Icluites, Serainarics, 
yur ws ah and fundry forts of Sctifmatickes, 
contend againſt the Truth, is roo ayporant, God 
taking knowledge of it,and by his 1udgements brin- 
ging 1tto light ; but too too few of (he truths = 

dUUC 
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To IHE-RREADER, 


doc openly tak2 vp {picicuall armes againſt them,or 
otherwiſc countermine their attempts ; Wee hauec 
neicher minde, nor cauſe to accuſe the whole gene- 
ration of Gods people,or Meſſengers, as thoughno 
man had care of his eruth, or were willing to oppoſe 
the aducrſarics thereof : for many of his worthies 
formerly hauc, and dayly doe proſperoufly declare 
theraſclues to be faithfull, and puiſſant champions 


of the Goſpell ; onely we blame them thac are ſloch- | 


full, and cowardly, of whom wee wiſh there were 
fewer, and therefore heartily defire to be none of the 
number of chem ourſelues. And fo referring this 
whole bulſincfle to thy iudicious and charitable cen- 
ſure, wee recommenJ1 both our labours, and thy 
hearr,to the grace, and bleſſing of our heaucnly fa- 


Farewell. 


«6 os... —_—_— 


Errata. 


He Readey ir tobe wntreated with patience to beaye 
with mazy faults commuted, partly by the Scribe Who 
was w/ed mmcbe tranſcription and Writing ont of the copy 
for the Preſſe, and partly by thoſe Which Were imployed iu 
the Print-houſe : as firſt in miſpointing ,(,ommars being put 
for (olons ; Coloas for Periods, P eriods for [nterrogations, 
aut contiarily : ſo that 14 hard m ſome places to ſinde 
where a ſentence, yea , or 4 ſettion begrnerh or erdeth, 
whereby the Ye rſe 15 much ob/enred, Seconlly, by miſpla. 
cing of wary Quotatiant mthe eAMargent ; ad altoge. 
cher leaning ont of ſome (uch texts as are the foundations 
of maine arguments there urged, as for example 
fn Pag. 1 5. the ſeuenth of rhe fir}? ro the Cor. v. 1.4, 
15 not at all quoted wich yet 15 produce; to prom that chile 
Ar 'n may be haly. Thirdly, by «avung out of Whole [enter 
ces, yea diner regerbcr, whereby 't comme: ro paſſe, that 
as it /tandeth, theres a flat nonſenſe, astonflance ; 

In Page 29, thus thou ſhalt jinde it - { briſt the As 
tour of the Goſpell m/erreth ſo much out #; | ar which was 
ſpoken by Moſes the eUn1:'ifter of the LaW, to ſtand for 
ener ? Butit ſhould be + Chrift the Amthoxr of rhe Gf. 
pell wferretls ſo much ant 0 that whith nas ſpoken to 
Moſes the eFtniſter of the LaW, /a's 7 to the Sa. 
duces, concermng the Reſurrefiton, Haue yee notread 
what was ſpoken to you of God ſaying, I amthc (God 
of eAbrahim, and the Godof 7/aack, ardthe God of 
{acob ? Godis not the God of the dead, bur ot the lining, 
Aſatt,22,21, Iaiahproclammed all fleſh tobe graſſe and 
all the grace thereof to be as the flower of the field ,and the 
word of the Lord to ſtand for encr, I{aiah .,0.7,8. Pcter 
recrreth the ſame ſentemee, 5c, Fourthly, by failing 11 ds. 
utrs places, to put # difference berwcene re Atthor has 
owne Words and the te>ts of Seriptiire or the eAdiitr ſari 
_ Obreftions by a diſtinf? ( harattcy,or forme of /-tter, Other 
fan'ts (at leaſt many of them) are to be refor med (cor. 
ding to the direction folloWmg 


Page 


Pave 4oline 27. for drawing, reade dawning. p.g.line 1, for Mow 
Son, r. Mownt Sinai, 1p.10.1,6 for like, ranore hike. p.tg.l,1, for Bay+ 
tiſme fit, r,Baytiſme i fi1. p. 1 4-1.38.for appoſerh,r oppoſeth. p.17.1.36, 
for Zea/e,r. Scale, p ibud.tn the margin, for perents, x. perſons, p.ts, 
|. 35 put out thir.ly. p.20.1.g for ſoxce, r.ſcience. p 21.1.6, for /alua+ 
<0, 7» Avraham. p.v ; 1.z5,for vanety,r. veritie. p.zy.1.20.tor firuck, 
r fiucke, p.26.L.25 for mutuabiy,r, mutually, p 27.1 3.for reprebable, 
r. probable, p.ibid.l.tbid. tor yporatded, r. obraided. p.28.). 3 5. put our 
waier.p.29.1n the margent, for 4rguments, r,agreements, lbid.l. z 5.for 
laſt. bef. p.z0l.14. forryr beard,r exre beard, p.z1.lg, pur our 24s 
p.Ibid,to.tor Apoſleryr. Apoſtle. p. ibid.).11. for renue, r. then. p, 34+ 
l.5, forgrauttre,r.grats t/r.p 35.1.29, oruew,r wen-circumoſien, p.z ge 
1.26.fer aliude, r. elude, v,1bid | 9g. put out fowrthly, p.lbid. 
inthe macgent for 3.047. 1. !.(07-7.14. p.40.1.25, ef ad to 4 

rſon, tr. to God of 4 perſon, p41. 1.2 5. for Betwrah,r, Ketnrah, p41, 

.29.put out Danner ion, p.45- |. ii. torm favlts, r. infants. p.lbid. 
1.2 1.for reverſion, r.rerorfom, p-45.m the margent,tor As 13.25, 7. 
* ARs 3.15. p Thid Lig forſlerght,y ſleghry. p 48.1,27.for Inſlr»Hion, 
r.conſtruflion. p 45.1.»*, for alteration, r. altercation. p.y4.1.z 3+ for 
tounert, r ,onmme. p.ibid l,.z4.!or andſpalr.as all. ps 5.1.17. for 
whoſoexer, t. oewer, p.63.1,3. put out the laſt ſo mach as, 
p.66.1.4.for ts (rift, r.te be (brift, p.,69,1.36 for ts them, r,fer them. 
p.72 1.11.for whom/oencr,r, whoſrener. p,1b1d.18, for ought, r. ewght 
web. p.73.l. 3. for neither wr, neicber'f, 
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T.8;a. 0, 


eAnd their ſeed ſhall be knoawne amongit the Gentiles, 


and their off (ſpring among it the people; eAll that 
ſee them , ſhall acknowledge them to be the ſeed 
whichthe Lord hath bleſſed, 


Canr15$ST in this 


[ſaiah, vttering to his at- 
flicted people of Ifrael 


- 


= - 
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\ Wy p x 54 ; 


WREFEWL ow rit, = _—y of this 

» NE > 0 Propheſic, and ſpoken in 

_ _— B Fa by his mouth, at the 

beginning of the Goſpell, and remaining perfe&ly to 

be performed by his effectuall Grace betore the end 

of the World. The former verſe containeth an aſu-cd 
C 


COn- 


HE Lox I'nvSvYSs' 


Chapter is brougkt in by 


many Rm all pro- 
miſcs, indited by his ſpi- Luke 4-12. 


2 The Patrimonie of Chriſtian Children, 


confirmation thereof, by a perpetuall Couenant, and 

this an extent, and enlargement of the ſame, to their 

ſteritie, as well as to their owne perſons ; That it 

all not beconfined to one onely age, but continued 

and dexjued to many pgenerations,their ſecde immedi. 

ately, and their ſeeds ſeede, long atter ſuccer ding, be- 

ing made partakers of the ſame telicitie. And this is 

ſet forth firſt, by the SubieRts of it, v7, the parties to 

whom it is granted, the ſecde and polteritic of the 
Righteous. Secondly,by the eminent and notable man. 
nerof the accompliſhment the:eof,ir ſhall be conſpicue 

ous, well ſeene,knowne,obſerued, and ſpoken of, both 

farreand neerc. Thitdly, by the cft cient and working 

cauſeof it, ({rbenab) the Lord himſelte. Fourthly, by 

the matter of the Couenant and worke of God, their 

happy cftate, and truc blefſedneile,, the promiſe where- 

of 1s indefinite without circumſcripciuns, bounds, orli- 

mitations, including a nationall or ciuill bleſhng, for 

peace, fatety, deliuerances, tor good gouernment, and 

ienc thereto ygelded ; An Eccletiaſticali or 

Church blefling,forholy Miniftrieholy Doc? -ine,holy 
Sacraments, and holy Ordinances of 2.1 ſorts, A do- 

meſticall bleſling for the wall-tarc and good eſtate of 

family, fricnds,and kindred, and thoſe whoare by ſuch 
relationvnitedtogether, A negoriall bleſling for pro. 

ſpcrous ſucceſle in their call-ng5,i mployments,affaires, 

and eſtates. A pcr{on4llbie'lirig furdue creditand eſti- 

mation,all cor porail good things which are needful for 

the outward man, and al! ſpiritual! graces, which may 

_ vp the conſcience. _ _ ot _ words taken 

Dottrine 1, lointly togethcr,we may well obſcruethis point: 

_ his : Thacthe Goſp-lof Ch:ift hath enlar Ne prerogt- 
comminghath tiuesof Gods pcop'e both tor themſclues, and theirs, 
enlarged ce and nothing dimunthed them : the true ſeede of Abra- 
livery of  hawhath alwaycs becric bletled, cuer fince God feleR- 
both old arg ©d them to bee pecaliar to himſelfe, and ay 
y 


young. 
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The Patrimonie of Chriſtian Children, 
dayes of happines haue ſhined vpon them,as in 2/0. 
Grime Danids, and diuers beſides, yet then was 
net the Sunne of righteouſnes riſen fo cleerely as atter- 
wards,whichbeingoncevp doth ſerno more, although 
the clouds at ſome times,and in ſome placcs,doe paſle 


betwene it and theearth. A wondertull treafure of Luke 2,14 
grace was brought by the birthof Chriſt comming in+ Ioha 3.56. 
to the world, which the Angels reioyced at in their Luke 10.24- 
Hymne , and eAbrahaw, the Prophets, and Kings of 


former times defircd toſee: Anda greater addition 
was made vnto it by his aſcenſion , and going outof 
the world , when captiuity was led captiue, and fach 
precious gifts were beſtowed on men, torthe gathe. 
ring iherof the Saints, for the worke of the Mini- 
ſtry,and for the education of the body of Chriſt,till we 
all mcere togither (in the vnity of Faith , and inthe 


knowledge of the Sonne of God) a he Fph.48. 


vato the meaſure of the age ofthe fulnefle 

The Apolt. Perer produceth the Prophet eel, foretel- 
ling of this gladſome ſeaſon, and conuinceth the very 
gainſaicrs ot the maniteſt experience ofthe truth ther- 


of: And it ſhall be in the laſt dnyenyigh Ged : 7 wil As 3-17 


powre ont of my Spirit, == all fleſh, and your ſonnes 
and your daughters ſhall Propbeſic, your yong men ſhall 
fee Viſions , and your old men fhall dreame Dreames, 
and on my ſernants and 01 my hand-maids ] will poWwre 
out of my Spirit, ard they fhall Propheſie in thoſe daies, 
And for the ſame purpoſe $. Pas! alledgeth the words 
of Iſaiah; In an acceptavle time bane I heard thee, inthe 


da y of 'Saluation haur f ſuccorred thee : behold, now us * Cor:.6. 2.11, 


the accepted time, wow is the da of Saluation, How. 
beit, it 1s not 7/aiah or 1oel alone,or a few others, who 
haue fore-ſhewne theſe Enangclicall graces, but all the 


Prophets from Smet, and thencetorth, as manyas Ads z.,4. 


haue ſpoken,haue likewiſe fore-told of theſe daies: yea 
God hath ſpoken the ſame by the mouth of his holy 


C 2 Prophets, 


— — — — 
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4 The Pairimonie of Chriſiian Children. 


Prophets, which haue beene ſince the world began: 
Luke1,79, True it is, that intherime of the Law, the godly were 
ſonnes, yea, and heires, and Lords of great eſtates; 
but they were in minoritie vnder tutors, and gouer- 
nours, as if thcy had beene ſeruants : but when thc 
fulneile of rime was coine, and Gcd had ſent forth his 
Sonne made of a woman, their condition was chan- 
G2lar.4 1,2. ped, their wardſhip was expired, and (as men being 
come to thcir yeares) inioyed their inheritance. Such a 
difference and imparitie there 1s betweene the Iewes 
vnder the Law,and the Chriſtian Churches inthe time 
of the Goſpell. Now the Scripturcs of God doe yeeld 
as well arguments, andreaſons as teſtimonies,and af- 
firmations, forthe proofe of this point. 
Reaſon, 1, One may becolieCtcd from the loucof God, which 
Gods fauours although in the nature thereof, admitteth no diminu- 
zreſtillincrea- rjgn, or augmentation, as being one of his infinite im- 
- 0 24P* mutable attributes ; yet in operation and working, 
OY the cff-Etsof it are more and more increaſed, with lar. 
ger teſtimonies of his kindneſſe to his ſeruants, as i1- 
uers arc in long running , receiuing in their paſſage, 
ſprings,and brookes,and confiucaces of diuers waters: 
Pro.4.18. By vertueof this it is ſaid, that T he way of the righre. 
ou ſhineth, as the light that ſuineth more and more, vntiil 
;r be perſit day 7 If then the particular cſtatcs of ſeuc- 
rall men, beſtillon the growing hand, and daily p:0. 
ceed fromdrawing towards noone-tide ; we may con- 
hdently conclude,that he wil not be failingtowards his 
Church,the whole bodyofh1s people ſo much reſpe&ed 
of him. There was atime when the p:omiſe of Saluati- 
on by Chriſt was ſingle, and witnout Sacrament ; for 
foit was madefirſt to Adam : After that was Circum- 
cifion in Abrahams time added vnto it,as the only ſeale 
then of the Conenant, which in proceſle of time was 
aſſociated with the Paſſcouer, the ſecond Sacrament of 
the Old Teſtament : After thatthe Law was _—_ 
gate 
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gated out of Mount Syon,deliuered both by the mouth 
and.hand of the Lord, not long before Moſes wrote 
the firſt fic Bookes of the Scripture; Andthe folemne 
ip of God, with Priefthood, Arke, and Taber. 
nacle was publikely eſtabliſhed. After that the King- 
dome was confirmed vnto Danid and his familic, then 
was the Temple built, and then {rom time to time ma- 
ny Prophets were raiſed vp, and many holy writings 
addedtothe former, vntill at the laſt, in the fulneſſcof 
time, the Sauiour himſelfe came into the world and fi. 
niſhed the worke of Redemption,by his death and Re- 
ſurreQtion, and fo with triumph gloriouſly departed 
into hcauen, and thence ſen: downe his Spirit 3 cauſed 
his Gofpell by his Apoſtles and other Meſſengers to be 
ubliſhed to the Gentiles, eniarged his Kingdome dai- 
y amongſt many Nations, and enric1ed his Church 
with the moſt heaucnly Oracles, ard blefſed Bookes 
of the New Teftament : Alltheſe, and innumerable 
other benefits, doe abundantly manifeſt the multiply- 
ing goodneſfſe of God to his people, 
Another rea'on, and that conſequently, and firmely Reaſon. 2. 
rounded on the former, is rakentrom the glory, and The New Tee 
ſiabiliey of Gods new Couenant, bringing incompay, amen! is 
bly , greater dignitie and ſplendor to the Chriſtian 1 _— 
Church, by the illuſtrious and noble ordinances there. * ; 
in contained, then euer the old Coucnant could yeeld 
ro that of Iſrael. 
For ficſt, Jt is publiſhed by a more excellent Mini- 7, 
Mo ſtrie, having Chriſt himſclfe not onely for the Author 
of it, by his Spirit, but the perſonall Preacher of it, by 
© his owne gracious voice, which hath authorized and 
dignified the worke and ſeruiceof his Meflengers, to 
| the end of the world : and in this reſpe&, the Scri 
| tures ſo much commend the power and Maieftie of the 
L Gone abouc the Law : as firſt, Halachy by way of , 
prediCtion ; The Lord whom yee ſtekg ſhall predily come Malach.z.1. 
| 3 fo 
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to his Temple, euen the meſſenger of the Cournant Whom 


yedeſire, Behold, he ſhall come ſaith the Lord f hoſts. 
r 


Thenthe Apoſtles and Writers of the New Te 
by way of witnefling the accompliſhment thereot : Phe 
laW (faith fohn) Was green by Moſes, but grace and truth 
came by feſns (briſt. At ſundry times and tn ſundry man- 
ner: (Gaith the Apoſtle to the >r eongeg God ſpake in 
old time ro onr fathers, bythe Prophets : But intheſe laſt 
dares he hath ſpoken to 91,by his oWne Sonne, whom he hath 
made here of all things, Andagainc, }frhe Word fpoken by 
Angels nas ſted/aft , and euery tranſgr:ſſio” and iſo. 
bedrence recemed a tft recompence of reWard , how 
ſhall We ceſcape ,vf we negleft ſo great Saluation ? which 
at the firſt began to be mocked by the Lord, and 
_ was confirmed to vs by them that heard 


Inthe next. place, the Doftrine of it is mere bright 
and cleere, and without veile, cither vpon it ſelfe, or 
vpon their hearts,who fa'thfu!ly reade or heare it ; and 
therfore Pal in commendation therof faith, That we al 
behold,as in a mirror, the ploy vf the Lord With open face, 
and are changed mtothe ſame imag* from glory to glory,as 
by the ſpirit of God, Arid if our Goſpc!! be hid, it 15 hidte 
them that are loſt ; in whom, the ;0d of this world, hath 
blinded the mindes, that is oi Infidc 1s, that the glorious 
Goſpell of Chriſt, which u the [mage of God, ſhould not 
ſhine «nts them. 

Thirdly, the Scales of this arc more authentiquethen 
that had any: for it is confirmed by the bloud of Chrift, 
the meritorious ſcale of ratifica! on, as a teſtament pro. 
ued after the dcath of the te/tator, and we fic in the 

of our inheritance, ſciſed of it in «fe and 

eng, and not tarrying for it, 1 4 ate altogether inre- 
mainder: Andtherefore alſo our Sacraments the Scales 
of application,as Baptiſme & the Lords Supper, are re- 
preſentatians, and for memoriail of the worke ot lalua- 
tion, 
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tion , finiſhed-and made perfe&1, whereas the legall 
Sacri:ices and Sacraments, were types and ſhadowes 
ao: pcen , hoped tor, but not as then accom- 
Ph. d, : 

Fourcnly,this new Conenant ſtandeth vpo eaſier con- 
ditions the that other did, without indentment for ſuch 
multiplicitic of bodily exerciſes, and externall rites: we 
are not put to the chargesof Sacritices and offerings : 
we are not putto the paines of waſhings and Purifica- 
tions,nor to ivarnies to arke,tabernacle,or temple,and 
ſach like places ; we are not bound to the keeping of 
Jubilics, ſcucath Yeares, Paſſeouers, Penticoſts, and 
ſach 1ike obſeruations, - 

Fiftiy, the old Teſtament was not fo fertile in gi- 
uing of gr4c., the Spirit workerh farre more copiouſ- 
Iy,und vY iti g. carer efhicacy in the New : A- 

rahamn,””) e»:./, (One particulars & inan I 
manner a'id micelle exceeded the greater num. 
ber of Ch hangs, in Faith, loue, and yertuevsof that 
Kin; Yet Pas and the Apoſtles went beyondthe moſt 
oft the 1 bu: tac bclt ſort ot heaucnly endowments,and. 
thoſe of the meaner rank-, exccll them in knowledge 
and vnderſtanding, and «xc. -d. rheir ordinary fort in 
other the fruics ot the Spirit. All this.feremiah fore- 


told of, when he faid; Behold the daie”s come, faith the Ter. 30,33 


Lord, that I will make anew (ontnant with the houſe of 
Pſracl, and the boiſe of Tndah, not according to the Co. 
uenant I made with their fathers, when 1 tooke thew 
by the hand 10 bring them out the of Land of «Aigypr, 
the Which my Conexant they brake , though 7 Was a 
huchand to them, faith the Lord : But this be the 
Conenant that I Will make with the houſe of ?ſracl, Af- 
ter thoſe daies, faith the Lord, 1 will pur my Lawes 
jute their inward 1, and Write it in their bearss, 
and will be their God, and they ſhall be my people, and they 
ſhall no. more teach enery man his neightour, and enery 

4x 


Fo 


© ouphtto hauc 
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mu: his brother, ſaying, ( know the Lord) ; for they ſhalt 
{now mee from the leaſt of them vnto the greateſt of them, 
[ith 1hb Lord, for F Will forgine rheir inquitics, and ye. 


member their ſinnes no more, 


- 


Laſtly, This Couenant now intreated of, is of lac- 
gerextent, both for durance and for perſons, then cucc 
the former cotld reach ynto : for, the continuance of it 
willbe to thetnd of the world, whereas that was de. 
terminable'ypon the comming of the Meſlias ; altera-. 
ble therefore,"and accordingly altered. For perſons, 
the Ele& of all Nations are comprehended withi this, 


as well as tact, and »Abrabam: progenie: there is no, 


difference of Grecian or Iew, circtumcifion or vncir- 
7 curcilion; Barbarian, Schythian, bond nor free ; but 
Heb 12.27,28. Chriſtis all inallthings. 
Woe. 1. - Hereof we may lea:ne an inftruftion in generall,thar 
Chriſtiars otiiwaiesbetotreſpondent roour promotion ; that we. 
EL; ada ourFluesar leaft toas much pictie as they hauc 
vuranſecrable Xereiſed whom we go before in honor & preferment, 
to their ſpiri» Datie bindeth vs in confideration of our hi alling,to 
ruall dignuie. —_— verrue and righteouſnetle as the 
tes*atcained vnto, and the reſt oughr to haue 
ſughefor. The Apoltles exhorration is direfted to vs 
Per 1.13,14,15 all; Gird vp the loynes of your min: , be ſeber, and traft 
+. |perfetHy on the Grace that is brought vnto you by the: Re. 
uelation of eſs Chriſt, as obedient cl:1ldrtn, not faſhio. 
ming . youP"/alr:s vnro the former luſts of yohy ignorance, 
bitt as he whothath talled you vs Oſo be yee holy, inal 
manner of coneerſation, becauſe it is Written ; Be yee holy, 
for Tam holy. Which of the Patriarchs or other Anci- 
ents doth not propoſe to vs an example for imitation 
in fbltantiall duties, for fairhtull dxpendance on God, 
and coumimnanding ourfamilie ro keepethe waies of the 
Lord with Abraham ? tor wreſtling with God by 
praier in difficulties with 7«cob ? tor abandoning the 
ſerrſe> and ſocietic of wicked mert with Dana” ? _ 
'% 
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All the morall precepts which weregiuen to the Niti- 
on of I{racl, are giuento vs ; the threats rothem,are 
threats ro vs; the promiſcsrothem, are-promiſe< to vs; 
their exaltation, 1s a patternc of our wxaltation ; they 
were achoſen Generation, ſyare we; they lg, fe 
all Prieſthood, ſo arewe ; they werea hoÞÞ Nation, 
are we, All this intend<i:to incietthamto ſhew forth 
the vertues of him; rhat had cailvd new our of darke- 
nefſc into his maruciicus light ; and dothit not as much 
concerne vs ropcrformethefamegutic ? Fheſe pok: 
to by Percy were ChriltiansT cohteſſe as wAl 48 Tewe?; 
but thereby we are informed ivhat Goexpeatth # 
the hands of Chriftians,namely ;fruitfu 

dent to his fauours. If he haue- ple worn 
righteovſneſſe, in:a happy climate ;in's fertile ſoile,3 
much induſtry, and Tf we I 
banke, and bythe brinke of the water of life, he 
keth for varictie INE deleRable andpleaſan 
fruits at our hand, the ſeaſons of the'yeares of our 
life: the leaurs, buddes, blofſumes, and ripe _ 
etieand Religion, ought euery day tohang vpo 
"wy rr mas raſted inc] h lite 

un 

and chatticie, with ſuch other vertuesof char narure,to 
be apparant vnrto the roy apr meat , and our 
.owne conſciences, As the” then in 
former Ages, ſo is it requiſite, her ple lining 
herein, ſhould walke as the children of En  Aswe 


_ 


gpeappuele like' ra Haw a> wea. 


ed 
thighs —_ hed Uodkes of Ne 
of oppreſlionand A—— of luxury err oe of 
fraudulency 


./ 
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fraudulencie and workdlinefle, of lying and of falfhood; 
with which, and many other vices,the hearts,tongues, 
ations, and waics of innumerable, profelling them. 


- (clues to be Chriſtians, are owerrunne; and fwarme 


as much as. any beggars clothes doe with vermine ? 
They arelike tothe oid Canaanites (yea, worſe then the 
preſent vnbelecuing Iewes , who obſtinately refuſe 
Chriſt, and reicR Saluation) then to the ancient Iſra- 
elites, who long before his comming,repoſed their con- 
fidence in him tor their Redemption. No people in the 
worldare more ſhrill inthe earcs of men, to praiſe the 
times, to applaudethe Goſpell, to boaſt of their Sani- 
our, and their ſtrong aftiance in him, and yer ſcarce any 


hauc beene greater offences to the eyes of men, for the 


nt of the weake, the gricfe of the moſt 


they) more forward in 
are there any more 


ches , ? nay, whyc 
plaint, ; ine £10 Godsowne Spirit? Thou 
who teacheſt another 


Rom.2.:3,22, Thon who preacheſt a man ſhonld not ſteale, doeſt 


23s 


thou ſteale ? Thou who ſayeſt a man ſhould not com- 
mit Adulterie , doſt thou commit adulterie * Thou 
who abhorreſt Idolatrie, commitreſt thou Sacriledge ? 
Thou who glorieſt in the Law, through breaking the 
Law, diſhonoreft thou God ? For the name of God is 
blaſphemed amongſt the Gentiles through you, as it is 
writterl, - 
n 
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In the next place, if wee will follow. tho godly Fa» 77 2, 
thers, walking in their ſtepsof obedience, and ſhunne The word of 
ſinfull courſes, as they abandoned ; wee muſt be like rr 
minded alfo for the eſtimation of the holy Word of _ pn 
ns _—— Sacred anllaganyy phroaon ag backhoe 

V rranites, as att as mer ages 
manitnes wy thereof ? Becauſe the Lord 2% 
honoured that people by ſhewing his Word vnto /a. 
cob, his Statutes and his Iud vnto /ſracl, and Pala 47.19, 
had not dealt ſo with cucry Nation, neither did they 20. 
know his ME ; therefore. alſo the true merm- Pali ig,eg7, 
bers of his Y, embraced his Word, with high: 
miration, fingulardclight,and marueilous great i 
on. How doe 1 lone thy law ? (faith one Prophet :) [ei Plalrrg an, 
my meditation contrnually : I hane had as great d*lipht in "*3+ 
thy teſtimonies, 4s th all riches : HoW ſmeete- are thy 
promaſes unto my wouth, yea more then horty vnto.my 
wmolrh : Thy words Were and by anos (lth ppoctee 


| ord of ler.15&6, 
delighted with his ol hrs 
the exerciſe of his Seruices : So meatit Dane, 
—_ _ eAs ow Hart brayeth for the Rs. 
wers of water, ſo panteth my Soxle thee, O. Lord: pry. 
ey Sonle thirſteth for Ged, _—— Ry God, On 
When ſhall I come and appeare before the preſence of 
the Lord ? And in ul <2 Plalme, O Lord of hoſts 
how amiable are thy T abernacles ? wy Soule longeth, 
and fameth for the Courts of the Lord : Bleſſed are 
they that dWell in thine boaſe, they ſhall cuer prasſe thee: 
Bleſſed is the man Whoſe ftrength is jn thee, and 1n Whoſe 
heart are the Wazes of them, they gee from company to 
Company wvnt ill they appeare before the Lord in Syen ! Dol s4y,1, * 
For 4 day in thy Courts «« better then a thouſand «ther. 4,5. 
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--# 


— — -_— — 


4 


—_ = 


12 The Patrimonie of Chriltian Children, 
*\ where, Now TF\we hays the lame teltimonies=and 
' promiſes which" they h#, with others, Euangelicall 
and Apoſtolicall,farre Garmounting t'\emin exceilency? 


| [foor oran and a'\emblics,if our doftrine and 


ifull, and as well adorncd with 


© Chriſt his I Set preſence then are our caresdeafe, 
= Tag allour Spirituall ſenſes, and appe- 


our eyes | 
tites co ted, incaſe we apprehend no heauenly 1y 
and conſo ion in them, an ſet nor much,and moſt of 
allbythem. -* 


"*Ffe3." ' "We may notthogether with flencepaſſe bythe Ro. 
_ ſerting iſh {maj Hung &iſe of the Papiits, although we 
;rtcotions, -- I28E,NOf Sflineed any large or ſet diſcourſe againſt 

Ng - if = did app: chend fuch a ſplendor, and 
excelleny br \the'Sumne ot Righteowſnee,now ſhining, 
of Gods di Lbs Fats oft forctold, and fo many fairhfull men 
_ —— Mubfenc. It, and found verified in all Ages, and 
ces Whete the | Goſpell hath becne eſtabliſhed ; 
got nk a with the lone of it, and 


iti9us eraditions, and-ido- 
- of it would diſcoucrcicere- 
OT ppc of mens Workes, prefiimptu- 


Ly Dl ing the dignitic of meritoriouſn« le, which 
is the honourknd prer ogatine ot Chriſt his a 


Tt . n muſt we pleade gain the Anobaprifis fo 
infants = a Otir childrerandprogenie, tre ede of the righteous, 
cgnes in bap- thar they (notwithſtanding their intancie or chilchood) 

_ to be reckoned inthe number of Gods people, as 

of chriſtian priatetges fit for their age, 'vn- 

, TT IFmigbehan Lie they ſhall declare themſclues 

- th Hae made pation thereof + for otherwiſe rhe 
babes of chriſtian Gentiles , be in no better caſe then 

—_— Heathen ; and the infanrs of chriſtian 

' 9 rl in worſe caſe then their forefathers be. 
Ted fore and {ohis comming ſhould turtetoa dif. 
paragement 


+ 
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a t to them, to depoſe them from their former 
ereditary dignitie, Now it as S:eor teſtified , He 
wes tO be 4 light to the Gentiles, and the glory of his peo. ” 
le }{rae1, that muſt nener be admitted, that he would 
[i any ſort of the E!c& fecd of the faithfull Gentiles 
in darkeneſſe,and cclipſe the lightſome eſtare of thoſe 
which are both deſc.ndcd out of the loines of Abraham, 
and are likewiſe children of the Promiſe. | 
This point then in eſpeciall manner will fitly ſerue to Luke a, 324 
iuſtific as lawtull and warrantable the baptiſmeof In. 
fants in the Churches of Chriſt : dete& of yeares ma- 
keth notthe kindnefle of God deteRtiue vnto them : for 
thcenhe would neucr haue profeſſed himſelfe to be the 
God of any ſo young ; much leſſe haue conenanted it, 
much leſſ: haue ſealed the Couenant, and leaſt of all 
baue engrauen the print of the Sealc in their fleſh, as 
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well as inthe ficſh of their elders, as well as eAbra. Gent 7, tg. 


hams owne fleſh, rowhom firſt and principally, that 
Coucnant was granted : Wherefore it is apparant, 
that Gads tauour is.not appropriated tothe elder fort, 
and men of ripe yearcs onely, bur that younglings alſo 
may partake of this gratious goodneſle, and this we 
may obſernc in his adminiſtration, that all forts whom 
he i1oynes together in the communion and participati- 
og of his mercics,he doth vnite together vnder his Seale 
as ioint Legatees,or Grauntees in thefameſacredTefta- 
ment and Chartcr ; though females among the lewes 
by a naturall imp=diment were vncapable of Circumci. 
hon, andctld:en,with vs vnabletocxamine and iudge 


| theinſtlucs, bee not admitted tothe Lords Supper, to 


their hurt and annoyance, And for the more orderly 
proceeding, that the veritie of the cauſe may the bet. 
ter be clecered, we will firſt make a recitall of the fran- 
ehifes, which the people of - all the time 
ot the Law. Secondly, anferences ſhall be drawne out 
of tlic New Teſtament, whereby it may appeare, that 

| D 3 Infants 
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Infants are capable of Baptiſme, and B-ptifine fit tobe 
adminiſtred to Infants, Thirdly an a1ſwe « b lIbe gi- 
uen to all the ObieRions ſeeming to be of any force, 

which are made againſt the Apologie, or praQtiſe of it. 
Touching the firſt of theſe, it is maniteſt that the 
What the pee- Couenants of God, and the Scales thereof, put a dif- 
rogatiues of ference, and made a ſeperation, betweene them, and 
rhe Iſraelites all other Nations of the world, by the teſtimony of 
= 7/aiah ſaying. Henceforth ſhall no more come into 
-_ thee vncircumciſed, andthe vncleane. And the Apo. 
ſile profeſſeth fo much to the Epheſians,when he wiſh. 

ed them to remember : T hat being in times paſt Gentiles 
*n the fleſh, and called vncircumciſion, of them Which 
are Called circumciſion , in the fleſh made With hands, 

that they Were at that time without Chriſt, and were 

aliants from the Common-wealth of 7ſracl, axd wore 

ſtrangers from tht Contnants of Promiſe, and had no hope, 

Tph,2.1 1,13. . , 
een and Were without God in the world, 

Next the Parents and Children were included ioyntly 

inthe ſame Couenant, perpetually : P/al.105.8,9.10, 
He hath alwaics temembred his Couenant,and promiſe 

made to a thouſand Generations. 

Adde hereunto that infancy debarred none from the 
Gena? og, denefit of this prerogative : Andthis farther, that the 
12, * Seale wherewith they were figned in their childhood 

4. food good allthe daics of their life, and was effectu- 
all, for admonition, operation, and fingular comfort, 
as ſhallfarther be declaredin fit place hereafter, 

"K Laſtly, families conſecrated tothe Lord, and incor- 
porated into the body of the Chnrch, remained fo ſtill 
retaining their priuiledge, vntill they did reuolt, and 
voluntarily fall away , as was the caſe of Eſau 1/- 
wacl, and the poſtermie of Kerurab, Now which of 
all theſe prerogatines was not honourable, and pre- 
cious ? did not the Lord in every one of them peculiar- 
Iy cxpreſle to his people, a fauour more —— 
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and common, to the reft of mankinde ? yet weofthe 
Chriſtian Church to whom he daigneth the eſtate and 
title of his people, as frankly as euer to them, euen in 
this acceptable tine, in the day of Saluation, are de- 
| nay theſe pledges of his ; in caſceur Chil. 

ren (as no members of Chrift his body) be excluded 
from the vie and benefit of all Sacraments, and Coue- 
nants, But I hope that by the force of the inferences 
which may be colleed out of the New Tetament,we 
ſhall be freed from any ſuch detriment. 

The firit whereof which we ſhall prodace, is corre 1. 
ponder: to the kindnefſe of God, to Abrahams houſe, The priuiled> 
that he is not only merciful to good menthemſclues,but 875 te 
gracionlly minded alfo towards their progenie, a5this jetament: 64d 
preſent text teſtifyeth,and another for the ſame purpole is qadew to 
writtenby the ſame pen-man:f wilt powre water vpon hin chuldren a3 wel 
that is DO flonds _—_ ground: ] will poWre wm their pa- 
my ſpirit vpen thy ſeede,and my ble thy off ſpring, . 

I trow this our Prophet employed © much TES: * —_— 
faires of Chrift, his exaltation, ſufferings, dominion,go- 
ucrament, and ſubieQs, ſhall be eſteemed Euangelicall: 

bur if any except againft him, yet he ſhall know the 

ſame efteft, was pronounced with an ;Apoſtolicall Au- 
thoritie, and publiſhed by an Euangeliſt : At: 2. 39. 

The Promiſe belongeth to you and to your Children, 

Then we are to vnderſtand, that the children of the . _ 
righteousare domeſticall, and of Gods owne houſhold, £27992" i8- 
whenthe Apolile appofeth them ro the vncleane race of 5,4, family. 
infidels,and vnbeleeuers,and honoureth them by the ti- 
tle of holynefſe zwhich would too much derogate from 
the dignitic of Gods children, and makerhe caſe of In- 
fidels tarrelefle loarhſome,and hideous, if it might pro- 
miſcuouſly be aſcribed to both. And obſerue withall 
that the concrete in this forme of ſpeach, doth argue 
the ab(trat; they thar are holy,are ſodenominated from 

»whick is a proper and perpetuall ornament of 
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Gods houſe, as Danid profeſſeth, P/a/.93.5. and never 
 þ to be found in Satansdarke and filthic dungeon. 

A Further we may proccede, and boldly aftirme, that 
defectof yeares doth not diſable young children, to be 
either holy, or of Gods houſhold : for would Ch: iſt call 
for prophane and impure aliants to bc brought vnto 
him ? would he aftrally and vocally bleflc them with 
kis handsandlips ? would he © wh declare the right 

Apecul.13.5, and titleof vnholy perfons to the Kingdome 0. Hea- 
uen?when his owne Spirit teacheth afterwards,that in- 
to it, ſhall enter none vnclcane thing ; And without ho- 
lineſſe, no man ſhall ſeethe Lord, Heb,12 14, 

4. In the fourth place it will follow, that all the dome. 

All themem* ſtiquesof Godshonſe are intereſted inthe graces there- 

berzct Gods of aprecableto their capacitic ; as the Coucnants, and 


=o cr promiſes, rcmiſſion of ſinnes, reconciliation with God, 
pruiledges Ynion with the people of God, and others ſuch like : In 
ofit, the aſſurance whereof, S. Pau doth ſtrongly confirme 
the Epheſians (when he faith) Remember that ye being 
in times paſt Gentiles mthe fe, called vncircumcifion 
of them which were called circumciſion, of the fleſh 


made with hands, that yee were at that time without 

Chriſt, andaliants from the Commonwealth of 1irael, 

1 and wereſtrangers from the Coucnants of Premiſe,and 
\ had no hope, and were without God in the world ; But 
| now in Tefus Chriſt ye which once were farre off, are 

made necre by the bloud of Chriſt, for he is our peace, 

| : which hath made of both one,ard hath broken the top 

| of the partition wall, that he might reconcile both vato 

God,in one body, in his crofle, and flay hatred thereby, 

and came, and preached peaccto you which were farre 

| off, and to them that were neere '; now therefore ye 

| are no more ers and forrainers, but Citizens with 

the Saints, and ofthe houſhold of God. Which Scrip- 

ture informedthem, and it doth vs, ofdiuers mareriall 

poinrs, Firſt, thatthey that were Heathen, were diffe- 

ring 


_— | 
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| ring from Gods people as aduerfary nations , but im. 
bracing the faith, and becomming Chriſtians : a vnion 
was made , and they conioyned together 1n ſtate and 
houſchold : Secondly, when they were forrainers tothe 
Church, and ſeperated from it , they were at variance 
with God,and ſubic& to his hatred tor their iniquities, 
Bur beir.g knit to the Church, as inhabitants there. 
of, God / pry. ach; gr is pacified towards them , and 
xeconcilcd to them; which mult needes be by the par- 
don,and remiſt:onof their ſinnes : Thirdly , when they 
were without Chriſt,and the communion of his people, 
and in Gods difpleaſure,and ogee of deſtrution 
had neither ſound hope in themſclues . nor promiſes of 
good things from the Lord : Burt now beingin Chriſt, 
and annexcd to the reſt of his members, they haue aſſu. 
rance of felicitic, which they may build vpon, or rather 
are built vpon : namely , all that comfortable do&rine, 
-w png the Apoſtles , and Prophets haue publi- 
ed, | 
Laſtly to thoſe who are eſtatedin the promiſes , and 5- 
| concnants of God doth ore ne Apps, for yp- wr a 
on that ground , doth P-ter perſwade , and incourage wr. 
ſucha multitude inthe As ynto ir, ſaying. Repent and a; mn 
be baptiJed enery one of you , in the name of feſus Chriſt, nants,or pras 
| for the promiſe is made ts you,and ts your c b ng miles doc, 
them in minde , that as their faithfull progenitors 
- obtained mercy at Gods hand by waa #9 3p for 
themſelues, and their ſeede, (by vertuew , Chriſt 
by his graces was there tendered vnto them, 
and their children) fo they beeas carefull roen. 
rertaine ”m = word, ”_ ——_—y faith and 
repentance, for their owne faluation, ie the like 
bleſſed condition tothe race of their poſteritie , fo farre 
asinthemlay, making them alſo capable of the ſubicR, 
zeale,and vertue of the covenants. 
Inthe premiſes it hath a that children are in 
calc 
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caſe to be baptized,and may as lawfully fo be, 

before Chrift, they might e circumciſed : No c 

ſequele ; the expediencie of the ptaRife is robe made 

Bapeiſmeis $00d ,that it is necdful], vſefull, and very commodious 
ood, & pro- to the people of God: firſt , the congregation is gra- 
frable for tl ced by it for holy comlineſſe, it being ſcemely that Gods 
yoneee of Lambes ſhould be marked with his owne brand,andnot 
Theeongre» liuclike ſtrayes, which are not vnitedto any flocke,nior 
gation 1s gra- looked vnto by any. ſhepheard. The Church 1 decked 
cedbyit, and adorned with theſt , which in this manner ſpring 
vp inher, andas the Prophets words are ta be ynder-- 

ſtood of many which ſhould bee conuerted and turned 

to Chriſt ; fo are they allo verified in thoſe which by 

Birth and Baptiſme are added to the number' of the 

faithft!l , when he Gaith : T hou ſhalt put” thews all vpon 

thee 44 4 garment, and girdthy ſelfe With them ai a Bride: 

1[4.49.18. Secondly , parents are not a little comforted and made 
Godly parents glad toheare the prayers of che Church in the behalfe of 
are gladded their children,and to haue them ack wiedges as mem - 
by bapriſme. berg thereof; alſo to ſte the Lord Icſus Chri! miniſter 
ally embracing , and bleſſing them ; and to finde them- 

ſelues ſo much reſpeQed of God , and the congregation, 

as that their Red atl have admiſſion to the a cmbly 

of the Saints,and the benefite of the Sacraments by vcr 

Baptiſmeis fue of their Chriſta, ſtate : And thirdly, in the third 
beneficiallro place,is notthe elect Infant made happy by fo timely a 
elc& infants. reftification'of Gods goodnefle towards it , as bee 
btought tothe participation of heauenly things, alm 

fo ſocne as ofearthty, and tocnioy the que grate 

Mek11.6. ſoquickly after the eginning of life? Dawid Would ne. 
ucr make anend of praiſing G6d by whom he had bcene 

hoidenvp fromthe wombe,and who hadtaken himour 

of his mothers bowels ; and is ic. not, as great a matter to 

enioy ſo ſacrcd a ſeale,, of ſo g atious a conenant ,, and 

* thatalwoſt fo {cone as hee is brought from the wombe 

to the light? let it not be objeRted that bapriſme i zxcom- 

Mon 
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mon toall both good and bad; for our ſpeechisof Gods 


choſen: and: he-by an ordinary manner , doth alfo pre. 


{rue at the birth, the worſt as well as the beſt , which 
yet diminiſhed not Dama thanketulneſſe, But what is 
the profite that baptiſme yeeldeth tothe baptized,ſince 
it 1s ſo much commended,andthought to be fo benefici- 
all for children ? . wy "ry Ears 
Firſt it is giuen by the Lord to his people , as a ſym- 


ms mm— Cr rn—n—n ng nnern————— 


I 


bole, pledge,and repreſentation of his iuftifying grace,to Baptiſme con- 


refſtihe and ſcale vp the remittion of their finnes, waſhed 


firmeth there 
miſſion of fins. 


away by the blood of Chriſt, - - . _ 
, Pe ok aq6 emddyacabtis. MP 


nes and naturall corruption,to worke by the ſpirit ſound 
moxtification ofthe ficſh,with the luſts and deeds there- 
of, And this the Apoſtle meaneth when hee faith, wee 


Baptiſmec hel. 
peth to more 
tification. 


atc buried with Chult by baptiſme into his death,” ''''? nom:6,4. 


. Fhirdly., it yeolgesh gracious force by thepower of 
ro 


the hol 

ſuch obcdienceto the Lord , and 
liue ſo holly , as that the lite of God may-ſhewe ir ſelfe 
by aneffeRuall operationt-be liucly.inhim:and this js 
ta of his re on -Which is a firme eni- 
dencefor glorification.: Now which of all theſe effe&s 
eas der Nm ener inneede,there = 
waydens,el ene childind gta nes e.fexe, 
im pn eg are moſt. miſerable, And ax toaching 


Gods choſen infants, iftheir life betaken away in their 


infancy and childhood, beforethey atraine to vnderſtart- 
ding, ey ſhall have che repreſented eftate of bleflednes 
fe 


ed ypon them,, a3 well as the x ing 
was, Wi Duck gracc and holinefſe as ela br 
: As fox the worke of fanctitication incrucifyingthe 
old man, and quickning of the new; it will pringvp in 
the baptized Kg y luieco any maturity in duc 
ſcaſon certainely, Rong not alwayes ſpeedily) euen 
£ 2 when 


| 3+ 
ſt, for vivification, whereby a mari ſhall be Boptiime con- 
working of 


obedience, _ 


. Fd CES en GE. EE 


20 


AMte1-1 9. 


Rom. 6.5. 


$4. 
-- iſme is 2 
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When the dewe of the word, and ſach meanes as God 
hath decreed by the vertue of the Spirit, ſhall water the 
ſeede of the Sacrament : Seedes-men neither looke for 
ripeeares , or greene blades at the inſtant of their ſow- 
ing,but leaue the graine in the ground in the fame forme 
they brought it from home, and ſowed it there, and yer 
2 croppe enfueth many months after. The Apoſtle com. 
pareth —__ grafting, which is not without cf- 
tet, though —_ not in the ſence a preſent 
growth; eſpecially with leaue,bloſſomes, and ripe fruit 
Many medicines worke mot inſtantly vpon the patients 
receite of them, bur lye inthe body, not onely an houre 
but ſometimes a night before they worke, and yet effe& 
the cure for which they were miniſtred: Howbeit great 
carc is tobe taken by godly parents to ſecond the ow 
tiſme of their children with ſpeedy inftruftions, fo ſoone 
as their capacitiecan apprehend them; ſo may oy find 
the fruite of their precepts and prayers for them ſooner 
Therefore are parents called vpon, 
waa—_t —_—_— the feare, and Tyne oe 
ord: Timothy his example ſtandeth for a good proofe 
that vertuc " goodnelle may timely take roote inthe, 
mindes of them that be yery young , thus P««! teſtify. 
eth of him,thar he had hems the fike Scriptutes which 
were able tomake himwiſe to faluarion from a child; 
euen,as it werefrom his i . Beſides theF benefirs 
of baptiſme,accrewing fo dire&ly,ſeoncr or later,rothe 


ge of cri» ſoules of the baptized: It is alſono meane bleſling ro haue 


#:an - 
n 


a place inthe body of the Church, regarded yed 
for withthe reſt of the members: The ny hae nd 
cogniſence of religion, and chriſtianitie, is not to be 
fleighted, and lightly fer by. | | 
Me ans ar wm COINS plea- 
though with few argaments; yetwi as2 
rantly cleare the equitic of it, the ſumyme of all . 
being thus, 


If 
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If thebaprizing of children be vnlawfull ; eitherit is 
becauſe infancy maketh them vncapable of all facra- 
ments. Or becauſe the infants of Chriſtians are vnimeete 
tor the ſacrament of baptiſme: Or becauſe the ſacrament 
of baptiſme is vnfit for them ; But infancy maketh not 
all vncapable of all ſacraments ; (the ſeede of faluation 
perraking of circumcifion; ) neither are the babes of 
Chriltians (beingholy) vnmeete for baprifine: neither 
is baptiſme ( being ( vſefull forthe and like to 
be ſo profitable for the time to come) vnkit for them. 

Therefore the baptizing of children is not vnlawfull, 
Hitherto the marter hath beene treated of, and han. 


dlced poſitinely b nds, & allegations of Scriptures, 
kr the ſame deduced , all one in ſub. 


ſtance with thoſe which many godly learned men haue 
formerly preached and written: in our proceeding wee 
muſt maintaine and defend it oppofitiuely againit gain- 
ſayers which bringfallatious obieftions; not onely ſach 
as wit can make for diſputatio ſake,but ſuch as deluded 
mindes doe ſeriouſly ſuggelt , to d:aw as many as they 
can into the ſame errour with themſclues : for this 
truth how true ſaeuer it is, of latter yeeres - ang <x 4 
beene impugned by tongues, and pennes of them whi 
would worke in mena perſwaſion, {that baptiſme mini- 
ftred co little children is a violation of Gods holy ordi- 
nance,and no true.Sacrament : and; allthoſe are 
tized, and no eugmenbers; of Cheift and his C 
who renounce ic not, by ſeeking a new initiation , and 
theretore to bring the practiſe of it within thecom 
of preſumptaous wil-worſhip, and-make the moſt 
and ſolid protes for jt, feeme to be of ne validitie, To in- 
rag op rouerwdþr prorer Seger oo 
viageot it by yot circumciſion ied to 
young children y Lens Lord kimſelfe at the firſt inſtitu- 
tion of it in the o 
exceptions againlt this cxample ; firſt, they queſtion 

Ne E 3 foundation' 


teenth of Geneſis, They take three gen, 15.12, 
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foundation of the argument, and challenge the autho.. 
ritic whereupan-it-ss gronnded, Secondly, they pre. 
tend 2: ſabftamiall difproportion, berweene the things 
which are compared together. © Laſtly, they pleade the 
different manner of the adminiſtration of them. Theſe 
and all the reſb following ſhall be colleed our of their 
ownebbokes,; and verbatim recited, withour alteration 
of werds ,alrhoughthe order (of 6rb;and laſt, and the 
like) for perſpicunies fake be varyed ;' That they chal. 
lenge the mv this eng! ſentence of os de- 


1 4 boy ae luapatiadas yamic.ts the -Old Teftamert, 
h rewitlmor fexnr them, abt from hence vo ferohthe 
chiefe corner ſtone of thevy building, viz. for (ircumciſion, 
axd Wholly forſake rhe New Teſtament, and prattiſe of the 
Apefiles and be + Aafes diſeiples | As if Chriſt vevenot 
ſufje renr to reach themin fue New Teſtament, but they Will 
my 1 po ef rhe Old; Chriſt of Moſes, ithe Goſyellsf 
: | 
It we wereof theopinion which certaihe held in the 
Avtsof the Apoſtles, who attirmed that tircumcifion 
was meeutullto:Saluation, .this impuration would'lye 
hardvpon'vs,8& come ſoundly homevneo vs: for that is 
indeede to runne from the Goſpell vnto'the Law : Buit 
, andree libertie of Baptiſme, 
Famer is the gate, entrance into-Chriſti iarfprofeſ. 


NH thebadgeofthe Faith ad ale che/ei i 
ED rraduced, we are incoura- 
uae, and wodeſpiſe their reproach, and to 


giue credit to the' ee re Sg. 
adobe by ; eſtap#;ſo the curſe that us cauſe. 


__— ſuall norgome + lewill ath-_T ofes either ſaid 
or done, 


that we for receiuing his Witneſſe, ſhould' be 
aid to forſake the New TeRament, and be his Diſci- 
/ples, inderogationof Chriſt ? Onlyatext isalledfed, 


and applyed by vs, and written by him, — 
| the 


- 
mm I es ee er ee es 
. 


The Patrimienie of Chriſtien Children, 23 
the direRtion of the Holy Gho(t, how God commanded ' 
euery man-child of cight dayes old; in Abrahigtt fi. 
milie . through all Generations rH be citcumciſet ; and js 
the crime fo hainous; as if Chrift, and «.Ffoſes wete at 
variance,and we ſided with «1 oe againft Chriſt ? all 
the fault muſt needes be for the tak _ Teſtimonie as 


authentique, out of e 3ſoſes his 1 veins Bd re "DE 


San iout himſclfe did often fo: 25 "ang 
Matrimonie fromthe wonted ionof rlighns, 
hes 


he reduceth it ro the firſt inſtirurion, Frecotdodin 
theſe Bookes, faying'; Hare yeemet: read that 
made thim at the bepitmihg , made thim male and; 
for this cauſe cave farher; ind moth aut 

cleane vnto his Wift, — eſþ > So when "O00 
he would reproue the ſuperſtitious dbſeruation of the * * 
_—_— in ur as quarrelled againſt 


wry a (Nba merch pico: 


ciſt wap obeſe Sabbath d (org Tirelmer. Ton 5.24 23% 


fon,that the LaW of Moſes ſhould not be broken, btye a Gen.rg.10, 
gry with me breanſe } bane made's man ene _—_— whole 
on +by Sabbath day"? _ ie wotdfts fire the $44 Leuit,12,3, 
duces, and! dit Refarreio Ps ed He. 
retha juence, out bf one of theft Bbokes ththeſe 
words z Concernyng "the R efitfrettion" of the dead haut yee 


wot read, "What 1s to 'yoit of God a# th X 
the Godef Abt Poa ie 1 en hea, T——— 


Ft TPO LG Ree ence "Bat of 16S", £x<4-3.6- 
kedenihdtroutt Birkin eholy Scriprtrres, 
written trthe Bookesof the ON Teſlanicht; fe - 

uenly Oracles'of God, which the-9or of God! 


the ord Slew wp men Da Tinh 


ro vaine ſhifts in diftroft of their 
noffes of ſuch varittie, tidelirie, « 
arwar «Moſes, yea as ts the Spirk 


inſpiration 
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inſpiration theſe holy Bookes of God were indifted ? 
we or they ? Theirpretence jor ſubitantiall ditp: opor- 
10n, betweene, ci:cumciſion, and baptilme 1s groun- 
ed vpon the vnintnefle, or rather concrarictic of the 


"Couenants whereof they are lignes, 


T here are (ſay they.) but two Conenants, that concerne 
5 in our preſent .(omronerſie ; the Conenant of Works, 
and the Conepant of Grace; vie LaW,and rhe Goſpell, the 
Old and the New ; Thedifference of them is largely ſes 
downe by the «Apoſtle, Galat. 4. Where he declarethzthat 
eAbraham had two ſonnes, One by a Sernant borne after 
the fleſh ; and ong by, Pramiſe, by the Which, another thing 
w meant (ſaith the eApoſile ) for:theſe mothers are the 
two Conenants , the one ſignifying Jeruſalem materiall, 
Which is in bondage with her Children ; the other Jeruſa. 
lem Spiritual, Which is free, and #4 the mother of vs all : 
So that theſe two Contnanrs belong to theſe wo Seedes, but 
With the one Scede, ſafuith the Areflle, euen 3 boſe that bee 
of the faithof Abraham, (verſe 2 9.) the children of the 


eſh are not they to Whom this ((ontnant is made, the chil... 


dren of the fleſh muſt be pat out and muſt not be beires with 
the faubfull ; So that the (oucnant that God made with 
eAbraham and hx children after the fleſh, was not the 
Conenant which is done away, becauſe of the weakeneſſe 
and pong it made nothing perfett : T he Co. 
nenant , the ſeede, the ſigne, Were allbut ſhadowes of good 
things to come, they were types of heanenly things, not the 
heaumly things themſelues, T bey ſay the (onenant made, 
Gen. 7. Whereof (rcuncifion Was 4 ſigne, was the ſane 
(onenant Which Wee haue now in the Gofpell, but as their 
ſayings are in other things, ſo are they wthis ; The Lord 
faith « is not the ſame, it is anew Conenant ( that we hane 
vader the Gofpell ) abetter Conenant eftabliſhed vpen bet. 
ter promiſes, not like the old,which ola u abrogated by rea. 
ſen of the Weakeneſſe, and omprofitableneſſe : 7fa new, 4 
berter, 'not likg the old, then not the ſams ; and * Nerd 
| | | | ewet 
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freWeth wherein it Was not like the old ; the old Conenant 
tanght, that as Chriſt Was not come in the fleſh, ſo alſo it 
taxght that he Was not yet come into their hearts, at their 
(mroumcfron, 

If the weight of things were to betrycd by their co- 
lour, and not by the >. a. : and ſhewes could bring 
a ſuthcient confirmation without ſifting, theſe words 
might well paſſe for currant, and eafil y exit the canſe 
in queſtion : tor they hauea faire glofſe. of probabilitie, 
to make men bclecue that the Old and New Couec+ 
nants, are of tarre different and natures : but 
kt their pretences be throughly {; and duly exa- 
mitied, and they willbe found as light as yanitic, there 
being nothing in them, but the wreſting and abuſe of 
Scriptures, Wee will therefore inquire into their 
rcarmes, what they mcane by he chi of eAbra. 
ham after the fleſh ; it they vnderſtand thereby (as they 
ought)ſuch of his ſeede,as were him, 
inhis faith, and grace, and become'finfull perſons, or 
hypocrites, or ſuch as ſtrucke to the externall obſerua- 
tion of the Law,and refuſed Chri declared them. 
ſclues to be borne only after the fleſh, as Icerufalem,thar 
then was ; Wee confeſle thattheſe were notthey 10 
whom the Couenant of was made; and. 
could not bc heires with the faithfull : bur whar is this 
for their purpoſe ; neither is the Goſpell now, nor the 
new Couenant, faid to be made to ſuch ; it is. a ſtnum- 
RG, andthe ſauour of death vnro them : Bur 

y intend thereby, as it 
turall race andlinage of wg moon tr. tor the 
operation of grace, nor hane thruſt-themſclues out of 


tence, but nee rdn wasa Ran 
e 
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inſpiration theſe holy Bookes of God were indie 
we or they ? Theirpretence ior fubttantiall ditp: Por. | 
100, betweene, ci:cumcilion, and baptilme 1s groun- 
ed vpon the vnuntnefle, or rather concrarictic of the 
Couenants whereof they are lignes, 
T here are ( ſay they) but tWo Conenants, that corcerne 
v5 in our preſent (omronerſic ; the Conenant ,of Works, 
and the Conepant of Grace; vx LaW,and rhe-Goſpell, the 
Oldand the New :; Thedifference of them is largely ſet 
downe by the «Apoſtle, Galat, 4. Where he declareththat 
eAbraham had two ſonnes, One by a Sernant borne after 
the fiſh ; and ong by, Premiſe, by the Which, another thing 
w meant ( [auth the eApoſtle) for:theſe mothers are the 
ewe Conenants , the ene ſignifying Jeruſalem materiall, 
Which ts in bondage with ber Children ; the other Jeruſa. | 
lem Spirituall, which is free, and u the mother of vs all : 
So that theſe two Coutnants belong to theſe twwo Seedes, but 
With the one Seede, ſa fuith the Apeltle euen 4 baſe that bee 
of the faith of Abraham, (verſe 2 9.) the children of the 
#1 are not they toWbom this (ontnant 15 made, the chil.. 
dren of the fleſh muſt be pat out ,and muſt not be beires with 
the faitbfull ; So that the (oucnant that God made with 
eAbraham and hx children after the fleſh, was not the 
Conenant which is done away, becauſe of the weakeneſſe 
and wnprofitableneſſe,for it made nothing perfett : T he Co. 
uenant, the ſeede, the ſigne, Were allbut ſpadowes of good | 
things to come, they were eypes of heauenly things, not the | 
heaumly things themſelues, T heyſay the (onenant made, 
Gen.1 7. Whereof (ircuncifion Was a ſigne, was the ſame 
(onenant Which Wee hane now in the Gofpell, but as their 
; 5 are in orber things, ſo are they wthis ; The Lord 
fatth # 51 not the ſame, ut is anew Concnant ( that we hane 
vader the Gofpell) a better Conenant eftabliſhed vpen bet. 
ter promiſes, net like the old which old u abrogated by rea. 
ſon of the Weakeneſſe, and nprofitableneſſe : Pa new, 4 
berter,'not likg the old, then not the ſams ; and * Revd 
: ewet 
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frewerh wherein it Was not like the old ; the old Concnant 
tenght, that as Chriſt Was not come in the fleſh, ſo alſo it 
tanght that he Was not yet come into their hearts, at their 
(mroumcfion, 

If the weight of —_— to betrycd by their co- 
lour, and not by the ballance : and ſhewes could bring 
a ſufficient confirmation without ſifting, theſe words 
might well paſſe for currant, and eafily evift the canſe 
in queſtion : tor they hauea faire glofſe.of probabilitie, 
ro make men belecue that the Old and New Couec+ 
nants, are of tarre different and natures : but 
kt their pretences be throughly { and duly exa- 
mitied, and they willbe found as light as vanitic, there 
being nothing in them, but the wreſting and abuſe of 
Scriptures, Wee will therefore inquire into their 
rcarmes, what they mcane by the chi of eAbra. 
ham after the fleſh ; it they ——_— 
ought) ſuch of his ſeede,as were him, 
inhis faith, and grace, and become'finfull perſons, or 
hypocrites, or ſuch as ſtrucke to the externall obſerua- 
tion of the Law,and refaſed Chri declared them. 
ſclues to be borne only after the fleſh, as Icrufalem,thar 
then was ; Wee confefſe that theſe were notthey to 
whom the Couenant of was made; and. 
could not bc heires with the faithfull ; bur whar is this 
for their purpoſe ; neither is the Goſpell now, nor the 
new Couenant, faid to be made to ſuch; it is a ſtum- 
pn gnnn ne yn nenry rar wy 
y 24s i the na- 
ENT 
operation of grace, nor hane thruſt'themſclues out of 


without the of life, and (aluation or fry 
elly, and vniuſtly, condemne the generation of the ri 


rcous , and how ſhall 1/a«ck himſelfe eſcape Fact aq 
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the caſe of 1/mael, notwithſtanding hee was the ſonne 
of the Promiſe? Wherefore contradictorily to their ne. 
gariue pofition, (that rhe-feede;the Couenant;the figne, 


The ele& ſed Were nothing but ſhadowes.) We oppole an athrmariue 


of Abraham 
were God? true 


aſſertion, thar Abrabazrs children were a true feede,and 
not a meere ſhadow ':- thatthey enioyed a true Couec- 


adopted chil- 12mm forfalaationand ecermall life, and nortor the 1.and 


dren. 


Exod.4.2 32+ 


ler.31, 319+ 


of Canaan,' and carthly 'bleftings onely ; and that was 
nfirmed by ©ircumcition; x trac ſigne and Sacrament 
thereof as ſhallin order be proued. When we call them 
atrue ſeede; wee fay they were a ſelected people, and 
rly adoptedby God, and for «Abrahams, Iſaxcks, 
1acobs fakes bejoued!; as beinghis owne children, 
and not figures'alone'of chilficen to be begottenin fii- 
turetime, many;generations after, | 
There were inthoſe daies ſtrangers,which were con- 
nerted to the Lotd,and faued; and yet neither their na- 
rxanshonoutedibyi; wor their-Progenitors reſpeRed. 
Ruth was(d, 'antſowas'Rabak; and Ebedmelech, and 
N aaman, andthe woman of Sarcpta ; . but what was 
this to A,4b / or Canaan, of Cufb, or eAram.or Sidon? 
no was hadtheteih, either of their peoplevr pd- 


hope they would be loth tofay/that God was 
== mn ror Ger ; yet their tenent doth tend 


| 'R1\Bfrda | t3 may ſear; cares why fiv ſi lar ; 
Wherefore ter thiet br way ſtruc me, And in 
ery lms 


a er times with later when 
allſhadowes | ;heprofeſſeth theiean- 
Rancy, and immutabilitic of -his fauour, Ay ing 3; Tho 


Lord bath ay aid ro meof old {lay they,) Ye } bane ho 
wed thee with an-euerlafting laur, therefore with mercy 
hane draWne thee ; for } am fathir vnto Wael,and Ephra- 
ims myfirſt-horne. Tthe had ſhewen horeall Kindfeſle 


ro 
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ro them in this gift, but onely made them adumbrati- 
ons, and: ſhadowes of. his goodnefle vnto others; is it 
likely,or vprobable,that he would 6 often have vpbrai- 
ded the degenerated A with his benefits ? and Deut.3:.9. 
ſo ſharpely haue taxed with yngraticude? Doe ye 
ſo rewardthe Lord, O ye fooliſh people, and vnwiſe? 
Is not he thy father thar hath bought thee ? hee hath 
made thee, and proportioned thee.” _ Alſo by '[ſatah ; 1f.1-3, 
Heare O Heauens, and hearken © Earth, for the Lord 
bath ſaid, 1 bauc brought vp and' nouriſhed children, and 
they baue rebelled agaznft me, Tn the New Teſtament, 
Paulexprefiyaſcriberh vnto the Ifaelites the hondurof'agm.g ;; 
adoption, and acknowledgeth that the Tewes by riture' 
were not- ſinners as the Gentiles : his minde isnot.to 6alat,z.1g. 
pleade, that the lewes were naturally better then the 
Gentiles, as it the-one were wicked, and the other ex- 


e trom all manner of corruption, by generation, 

p—_— : for they 'Danid ur v1 1 

cauſe to haue charged himſelfe as hee did + but this hee 

pointeth at, that whereas all by nature were the children 

of wrath, the Lord for many generations, till the time 

of, Grace, left the: one part remedile{e, ini rhat eſtate 

miſerable, anddrew out theorher by the vertteof the 

Coucnants, confirming them in theiradoption,and ma- 

king theſame afteraſort hereditarie vitothem. But all 

ED En 

Spirit renen'ſtill, andſo Roma 16,28 

tothe end of the world, the eleft-are'beloned for their 

fathers ſakes, —_— holy branches of a root {6 holy. 

The Scriptures then(it we vnderſtand our ſelues aright) 

doe preferre thenaturall ſeedeof eAbraham, vefocr any | 

rabioghadbwes and £01 hbpe, they will the Couc- 

nants, when the ſubftzhce of them, thereour ſhall be de- 

clared, Here muſt we againe repeate what our oppo- 

ſires ae par andi{ift the ynattoidable abſurdities, | 

which will infae vpon CC EETEIEY ——_ 
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ſee what the Lord faith for it, and yeeld vnto him the 
honour of his truth, and veritic. This they ſtand in, 
(T hat there are but two Contnants which concerne vs 
in our preſent controuerſie, the Conenant of Workes, and 
the Conenant of Grace )and that the (ontnant of Abraham 
after the fieſh, Was not the (outnant of Life and Saluation, 
it Was the Couenant of Work: s and of the Law ; T hey in. 


france ina particular in Exod. 3. where the Conenant is 


mentioned in (verſe 6.) f} am the Lord Gad of thy father, 


The couenant rbe God of e Abraham, the God of Fſaack,, the Godof Ia. 


of God with 


Abraham, and 


his ſcede,was 
more then a 


Galat. 3.10. 


Plal 147.19, 
AGO 


cob: ) even that with them 1s no more worth, then to be 
put intothe number of ſhadowes, to be meerely legall, 
a Coucnant of Workes, and not of Grace : We may 
well perceiuc how mnch they value other promiſes, 
and couenants deliuered by 'Moſes, andthe kets. 
wer WF Ye ſo groom, m_ fo _— le, is 
notonly tr y them to _oege, 
and tendingto the condemnation of men, as is the Law 
without the Goſpell, and the Couenant of Workes 
without Grace : fora\much , as in that caſe they are 
bound to fulfill all, or to be lyable to the curſe for the 
breaking of any one Commandement : For the pro- 


miſe of pardon Lof an Euangelicall nature, andnot Le." 


gall: _— cannot cure, _ CE ws 
iſhing of perſons, that ſome are capable race 
& the Couenant, and ſome ſubic& to the curſe : Nr if 
eAbraham{ſaack,and acob,the principall of the Patri- 
arches,ande y included, could not be-graced with 
,how would the body and ordinary ranke of their po. 
ſeritie, ſo farre inferiour ynto them, be better bencfited 
by it, or any other of his ordinances ? The Propher 
exrollcththe goodnefle of God to his people,in ſhewing 
his word ynto /aceb;his ſtarutes, & his ordinances vnto 
7/rael;and faith,he hath not dealt ſo with euery nation, 
neither haue the heathen knowne his iudgements waies: 
but theſe mens doFtrine intendeth an — 

ME that 
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that he was liberall in ſhadowes ; or rather an aggrana- 
tion of his ſcueritie,that they were the onely nation that 
ſhould haue the law without grace, and the killing let- 
ter without the quickning ſpirit : Wee cannot bur ei- 


- # ther account them mptuous in deprauing of the 
Church, and of fauours vnto ic,or elſe cenſure the 
Apoſtle, for being ouer-lauiſh in his commendations, 
| ns ha he ſaid,T hat ro thems appertained the concuants,and 


| the adoption,and the ging the law, and the ſeruice of ny 
| and the promiſes. The old and the new conenants,the like, Rom. g.4. 
| and the vnlike,ftand not cuer therefore in oppofition the 
| oneto the other,as aduerſe,& contraries;but are the ſame 
| materially varying onely in their manner of adminiſtra- 
tion, and the degrees of their | ——— dignity. Wee 
haue fhewed already , that the incomparably fur- 
mountcth the former in the excellency ot miniſtery, 
do&trine, ſcales and operation, hauing eafier conditions, 
| larger extent , and longer continuance: but hereinthey What argu- 
"FE. hold a ſure and conſtant agreement : firſt , that borh of menrthercls 
them confirme the godly of all ages in the hope of im- 1; .ca.ment 
4 mortality, and efernall bleflednes ; Moſes, and the Pro- ang the new. 
| phers, and the Apoſtles, and the ſonne of God himſelfe 
| doeall therein; Chriſt the author of the Goſpell in- 
| ferreth ſo much our of that which was ſpokento Moſes, 
the Miniſter of the Law to ſtand for cuer : Peter reci. 
reththe ſame ſentence to make the Goſpell; cuen thar 
| word which hee preacked , appeare tobe an immorrall 
L ſeede inthe regenerate, and to proouc their happinesal- Per.r, 1.25. 
ſo tobe immorrall : Secondly, they are both of themre- 
C ſtifcations of the'free fauour of God, without all reſpe&t 
\ of the moſt 11ghteous mans deſerts ; they publiſh the 
by pardon, and remillion of finnes , and ſet forth the grace 
| 


and goodneſſe of God to his , not perſiſting ob. 
ſtinately contemptaous, roneandng res former 
wW 


Ia.40.7.3; 


- 


f faults and preſent corruptions, from the Jaſt of 
Adam: children haue no perſed immunity. This _— 
3 r 


30 
Exod. 74.6, 


Eph, 2,8 9. 


Lut.17.16, 


Gen, .rg, 
Gal, 3.18, 
Deut:148.18, 
Luk.1.70, 
Joh.19.6. 
Cor.1.16,3.4. 
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Lord himſelte declare in the wilderneſſe, when hee Pro. 
claimed his own name: faping, /chouah, Fehouah,a ftrong 
God, mercifull and gracious, flow to anger, and aboun- 
dant in goodnefſle and truth, reſeruing mercy for thou- 
lands,forgiuing iniquitie,tranſgreffion and ſinne. 

All this is to bee ſeene in e Moſes his writings in the 
booke of the Law and old Teſtament, before Chriſt was 
come in the fleſh, which we may be fure ſhall find a cor- 
reſpondency in the Euangelicall writings in the dotrine 
of the Apoltles, and the new Teſtament, that doth more 
derogate from mans worthinefle, and magnifie Gods 

neſſe, and more deprefle the merits of all creatures, 
and aduance the franke and tree mercies of the creator, 
than all the bookes that euer cye ſawe, or eyc heard, 
tongue ſpake of, or minde thought of. By grace are yee 
faued through Faith(faith St. Pax/,)and that notof your 
ſclaes ; it isthegift of God,not of workes;lealt any man 
ſhould boaſt khimſelfe : and lerit be well obſerued what 
the Lord Teſus faith himſelfe,cuen to his Apoftles; when 
yee haue done all thoſe things which are commaunded 
you ; ſay, We are wnprofitable ſernants, be haxe done that 
which was onr duty to dee. 

Thirdly both of them are founded vpon Chrift, with. 
out whom there could haue beene no reconciliation 
with the Father, no redemption, or iuſtification from 
finnes, no happineſſc in heanen, nor peace in any mans 
conſcience onearth. Hee was promiſed in Adam: time, 
and in Abrabams time, and in e Hoſes time, and isfor- 
ſpoken of by all the Prophets : his comming rhe fathers 
wayted for, and confirmed themſeluesin hope of by the 
promiſes, and by the Sacraments, and other 
ordinances z the paſſeouer was a repreſentation of him, 
and ſo was the Manna in the Wilderneſſe , and likewiſe 
the water that ſpring our of 'the rocke, Bur himſelfe 
ſeemethrs conmtradi& this inthe ſixtof Joby, when hee 
Gia} am the bread 'of life ; your farhers did eate CH avi- 


LL. 
na 


. 
—_—__R.. 


The Patrimonte of Chriſtian Chilartn. 31 


14 inthe wilderneſſe, and are dead; this is the bread which 
cammeth doWne from-heauen , | that hee which eateth of it 
ſhalt not die, The peaples words to him,(ver.31.32.) 
and his to them in theſe verſes. Gwe alſo ſome ſhewe that 15h,6.43.49. 
« | he was not by Faith apprehended mthe «WU mina ; for had yo. 
] they fed on him they ſhould hane lined for ener ; but they 


died, and periſhed, - 2%} nk 
This doubt may eaſily be difſolued by diſtinguiſhing eAr/w, 
the perſons whom our Sauiour meant(2 4)8& whom the 
Apollles ſpakeof; Chriſt intendeth ſuch as were like ro 
the ten quarrelling Epicares , whoſe whole care was to 
be corporallyfed , though they were ſpiritually ftarued; 
and therefore calleth them their fathers : your fathers 
(Gith he) like vnto like , iuſt of their owne diſpoſition: 
But Paul vnderſtandeth the faithtull(whom he tearmeth 
our fathers) truly to haue caten thereof, and the whole 
| amulritude ſacxamentally,as haning that food effred vnto 
by them, as well for the nouriſhing of their ſoules, - as the 
rclicuing of their bodies. Two pregnant proofes for 
our poo in hand, ſhall ſcrue in ſtead of many more that | 
might be preduced : one is,that inthe third of the Ro... || 
manes.,, Now's the righteouſneſſe of God made manife CODON 
Withozt the Law,, hang Witneſſe of the T,aW , and the 
Prophets : towit,the ri uſneſle of Teſts Chriſt vnto 
all;and vypon all thatbeleeue : the other is in the tenth of 
that Epiltley' (forift.4 the end of the Law to enery one rhitt R004 
belecuetb, the righteouſneſſe which isof Faith, ſpeakerh © 7* 
on this.wiſe; Say ner i thine keare, who ſhall aſcend ito 
heanen ? that is, te bring Chriſt from aboue,or who ſhall de. 
ſeend mto the aeepe? that is 0 bring Chrift againe from 
4he.dead,ſo- Paul bet 00d +265, $07914485 


| _ of thc holy Ghoſt prolineninhry P 

OY t£ z ale! ex 
| | and the one comes very farre ſhort of 
f the other. The new is not ſo much as' queſtioned : all 
fortsconfelle robe mighopinopteniney/ wPio midi. 
er 
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ſer abundance of knowledge,and holinefle,as was fore- 
prophefiedof it; buttheold alſo, the Scriptures of the 
Prophets , andrhoſe which A oſes writ were not bar- 
ren, but well repleniſhed with communicable wiſedome 
and graces; as toinſtruct,to enlighten,to affeRt,to corf- 
tort,and ctfeCtually to worke (intheir meaſure) vpon the 
whole man ? what can be clearer then Daxids witneſſe 
for this purpoſe, The law 6fthe Lord is perfe& conuer- 
ting the ſoules ; The teſtimony of the Lord is ſiweete, 
and giueth wiſcdome to the ſimple : The ſtatutes of the 
Lord areright, and reioyce the heart : The commande- 
ment of the Lord is pure,ard enlightneth the eyes : and 
againe , the ſecretot the Lord is reuealed to them that 
tearehim ; and his couenant , to gine them vnderſtan- 
ding. Thus haue wee iultifyed the feede of Abraham to 
beatrue ſeede, and the couenant made with them ro be 
a true couenant ; and neither both, nor the one, nor rhe 
other,to be bare ſhadowes. 


Cixcumcilon Thethird, vi7, circumciſion,the figne of the coucnant 
was a true Sa» remaineth to be prooued a true ſigne,that properly may 


cramente, 


betcarmed a Sacrament, hauing had a ſignification, the 
matter fignificd,and bleiſed efte&t wrought in the Ele 
{ſraclites; Tr was ordained at the firſt inſt;tution for a 
confirmation to Abraham , thatthe Lord would be his 
God, and the God of his ſeed ; by it therefore he had av 
ſuranceof immortalitie granted him, and the ſaluation 
of his poſteritic ; and as the Lord thereby did make him 
ſuch a promiſe, ſo was he alſo anſwerably iaduced by the 
ſame to lay hold on that kindnefſe,and free fauor of God 
ſo graciouſly offred y_ him > _ Frome + mm fo 
authentique. Bur this being point 
in hand 1s vehemently impugned , and not ſuffered to 
paſle withour controulement, and calumniation : 1 ſay 
and proue (quoth the gaineſayer,) Neit her circumciſe 
on zor baptiſma,are ſeales of the cournant of life and ſalua- 
118ngthet which i now the ſenle was exer the ſame, Which - 
| t 
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the holy ſpirit of promiſe: 2, Cor, 1 23: Eph, tr 3-6pb, 4. © >o 
FB 

It is true indeed that youſky f, andnot without too nſw, 
much raſhneſſe and preſumption,as contradiRing the te- 
ſtimonic of the Holy Ghoſt, who calleth circumcition, 
the ſcale of righteouſheſſe, of faith ; And whar elſe is Rom,4a1, 
the righteouſneſle of fait!1, bix the merits of Chrilt leſas 
impured- for inftification ? for in that ſenſe are thoſe Rom-3-25, 
ay tens ferry meer to rm Ci, 
ans; I count exeryt 4 Wine Phili 
anal be fark hs" toes, not me Ces No 
yen the Law , but that Which i chrngh he 


fri®, xn eſſe which is of God wes 
but it is 26 niet you prout whit you ſap, al. 
though it be true that the Spit ia a foal : for it is nd 
as thus of the Lord hath one inward, and in the 


nes are to make things knowne 
RN CRIT 


h > vs in mindeofthings former- 


any gift, gr: 


4 V point - 
Cemnedthe Circumciſion, the ſeale of the righte 

5 hom » Which nin ſale} gin; 
proueth that eAbraham receined > 

fron to Po vp pur father hood of the faithfull , nor to ſeale 

vp bis faith inthe e Meſſiah, Which be bad tWent ty forre 

yeares he Was Circumeiſed: but that it was 4 Teal of 

hss faith mb of God, that he ſhould be thefarher of 

104779 nations and this was imputed ts him for righteouſneſſe. 

G 
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eArſy, 


Pial, 33.1 


| Deut.10,16, 


cd the hope thercof in © 


The Lord thy God ſhall crrenmciſe thine heart, and vhe 
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Isnot this ſtrange divinitic, to make the at of farh 
and habit of belceuing meritorious, and iuſtificatory, 
without reſpect to,Chriſt the proper obic thereof, in 
Whom alone, all our ri fle conſiſteth ? to put 


he 
belecuers; yet that was agift 
of his finnes, by the Ae TE ER 


only, nor chicfly, but as a farpl 
e, added to the former fauours of 
Chriſt forhis Seede, here ns en 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed; otherwiſe the 

ic of David for the remiſſion of finnes, and 
pay it, had beene impertinent to him in this 
Place and his cxample wouldas little nnengiee 
and patterneto allother belecuers, 

reeumateations 


ham (asthe Scripture telliieth) by.circumcifien made 
application to.hunſelfe ,, of that which Chriſt ſhould 
worke for hs cedempelon, whereby he. ſheuld ſtand 
patty pgumagpD Cows preſence., which addeth 


cltimation of; thar ſacred ordi.. 
_ Aa tak of the gadkly rant rerionns 
firmed by it,ſo did they receine inſtruftion, yea and ver- 
tue from it, grace followed it in due time, when ſeaſon 


fcruedfor the Holy Ghoſt toworke : Andtherefore by 
they were called vpon, tocircumciſe the fore. 


skinne of their hearts, and fo make aright vie of the 
ſigne intheirfleth ; And by promile they were incou- 

raged toexpect Gods helping hand, and effedtuallope- 
ratuonin their inward man, when is faid vnto them't 


heart 
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ve of thy ſeede, that thou mayeft lowe the Lord With af Deut,go.F.. 
ras rrdreghmbec rm that thou maye i lint. »4 5 


d generally was this 
= ED 
eos hae beofah 

neat 
Hh tpn A EE Ck 
b -M & muck cot 


Obie, 


TEE 


ſhedding of bloud : and in 
 Commandements, a: 


or” 


” oo. 


Ro 
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practiſe of the Pharifies inthe Goſpell,tothe blind man, 
lohn.g.29,39. that had beene made tofee ; Bee thou bu Diſciple, Wwee 
are Moſes Diſciples, We know that God ſpake with Ato. 
Ce A e onbearechar lon ohne 
con t.isr Intnhems 
when mp og of the law, are {PO to 
, andthe obſcruationof the ceremoniall re. 


ewn rightcoufhellc, and no nit themſelues to the 
ciſcteof God. Fittly, wakes 1h = 
Ce oeeeell wat 


them ; as to concceiue. 


Atsa53. : 


them: ſothat 


theſe ordinances, is (6 


. themſelues, are wholly 
ang. | nicomal inputs when te 
mk ; different oat ce of i the Law = 


Gol, chrcaly of Circumciſion, and Bapriſme, and 


re the one of them, can in nore{pedt, ſerve 

bop boy patterne for the other, astheir words interre : 
" There was a Conn 7d for (ircumeiſion,, Gen, 
17, there is none for the Ba pre of Infants, Se. 
tondly, thas Commandement inc Filed males onely, Chil- 


dren 


— - w— 
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aren, or ſervants , though wubeleeners , and excluded 
all females though beleexcrs, (ſo deth not Baptiſme (for 
males, (if vnbeleeners ) muſt not be baptiTed ; but fe- 
males (if belreners) muſt be baptiJed.) Thirdly, the 
Law required Circumciſion to be performed on the c1ghth 
day : So deth not the law of baptiſme, 

What Commandement 1s for baptiſing of Infants 
ſhall appeare hereafter. The other parts of the ex- 
ception tend to ſhew the diffimilitude, and vnlikeneſſe 
that is between Circy,mcifion.and Baptiſme:one concer- 
——_— (that ſome may be admitted to Bapriſme, 

ich were not capable of circumcifion, (as females, ) 
ſome might be admitted ro Circumciſfion,which are vn- 
fit for Bapriſme (as vnbelecuers); which report of theirs 
I doc not belecue, chi may ſceme to be 
fuch, which are not of the age ro know, or beleeue: 
For it is the habire of infidelicie, inthem which will not 
beleene, that doth denominate them vnbelceuers : rhe 
*-other concernech the time, that circumciſion was con- 
Fned to, (the eight day) and baptiſme to beminiſtred, 
(when faith is manifeſt: ) but that is the queſtion, 
and rhercin, lieth the maine controuerfic, To all 
this, [1*Will *make a briefe reply , thar ſome cir- 

mſtantiall'fferttices deftroy "not the maine pro- 
portion of” things 5 as the circumciſing:of Infants, 
and the baptizing of Children, who areto be paralleld 
rogether as of thoſe two Churches of Iſrael, and 
Chriſtians, thoſe Sacraments, 
0 rf ion < females wt debarre 

m of the prerogatiucs of Gods , but were 
elteemed of by that whichwas performed tothe malcs, 
Parents; as if they had beene circumciſed intheir owne 
perſons, ſecing the nature of the ſex was the onely hin- 
drance : as appeares by the ſaying of Sampſon his fa- 


Anfw.x. 


ther and mother ; Is there never 2 wite among the- 


daughters of thy brethren, and among all my- 


G 3 peop's 


— OD EEE > Ir e—o_—__— 
* 
_ 
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t.Cer.413.14 Propoſeth the one by way of equitie , as 2 oyore wml 
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people, that thou malt goe take a wife of the yncircum. 
ciſcd Phyliſtims ? Jag. 1 4. 3,for the whole houſe of 1. 
c-b both men and women is oftcn ſtiled by the name of 
circumciſed,and circumciſion; whereas our oppolites at 
firme, that Infants are to be excluded from baptiſme,as 
ro members of the body of the Chriſtian congregation. 
Now that differing circumſtances , astime is, in com- 
pariſon (althoughtothem ir 6” necdfull to bee 


dyctin 
theſame:; for their 


Cor.1-10.2, $ rof the Lord)z their 
n+ odcoueriagofthe clwd,: 


ga As 2 206 - 

to Miniſters ch the Goſpe 
cannot bee, iuſt in the ſame kink - becank the of- 
frings,and facrifices arecefſed. Yetthe Lord in his word 


the other. As the 


Clr- 


9, whatfocuer ſhall bee 
atter come totriall ; wee - 


- 
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herefore infants alſo being ſach , as members of Gods : 
Emily may warrantably be baptized : They allude this 
placeby an expoſition of their owne making, ſaying. if 


your children im your oVne indgement be holy , aud you 

not put them away When you are connerted tothe Fah, but 

wſe them (fill as your children ; then may you keepe your 

| Wines being boly , they being of « 4 nearer naturall band then 
| your children , and v/e them fill as your Wines , toall theſe 
vſes Wherets they are appointed : =o _— Penne 


ver.14. intheſc Flſe-vy 
but now are they holy : "xi he houly Your ch: 
| VVIMesT Vuers not hen vvere not your children 
| holy z but you make no arof your ehlirenberfare wr 
| your wvines holy muc : holineſſe in the Scripture is 
| taken two wayes ; either when a perſon or thing is 
ſanRified and ſer apart frem the common, or 
| vſe,to the ſcruice of God,as was the Sabbath day 
nerd rey. and as was 7/rael Serge; is try 
perſon, or thing is Santlified, and ſer 
a ubptoy: Sos 1 5. Thus is the. oper 
and thus are the children holy wot other uviſe "there is now 
ne Santlification to God of a perſon , but fry or as vyhoſe 
hearts are purified by Faith mn Chrif feſm : This gloſſe is ſw. 
liableto exceptions, hauing in ing iy Ryan vnſound af- 
firmations , boldly broached without any proofear all, 
or good ground for them : for notwir ir bec 
—— ,thir —_ are onthe belecuer; yer 
in fayi not of an yntrath: 
| for RH Apoſtle meanethnot he children to be holy 
| inthe paretits judgements , bur telleth them his owne 
= I . indgement, and the Lordsthat they were fo : 
they obſeruenot that it is not ſaid, rhe wnbeleening v 
| is ſanttified to rhe beleening buchand , (as to the Pave ol 
vari f but by him, itn rm whereas 19:4 a 
cauſes in the generation " Lo eb y 
| of the hgh bi (ne of of the rodelening party dot _— 


Rs 14.) 


» 


hearts are purifiedthrough 


— — ———— —_—_ 
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not ſo corrupt the ſeede and depraue it, as that it ſhould 
be marſhalled in the ranke of Infidels: But the grace and 
faith of the belecuer is ſo acceptable to the Lerd,that by 
force of Gods promiſe made vnto him and his, it doeth 
obtaine a _— amongſt Gods pnople : And therefore 
thirdly, they doc ethe Apoſtles arguments : for 
it isnot fromthe lefle to the greater , ( as they pretend) 
but from the effc& to the cauſe ; net to this purpoſe : If 
Jo# may keepe your children,t hen you may keeps your Wines, 
thus, yeur unbelecuing wines you may keepe therefore, 
becauſe by Gods bleſbng vpon you , they may bee 
mother of an holy progeny, and let this good euent en. 
. you vnto it: for that which is able ro vphold the 
taithfull with comfort and ſtrength,in marciage with 
the Infidell,is the knowledge that the children begotten 


4n that marriage, ap inbe comment, analy become 


childrenof Gods fauour and grace waſhed in Chrift his 
blood.,. and ſanRified by his Spirit : fourthly , iris one 
Rungcobe (antifieg, 0 wae, anddrinke, and a hea- 
yoketellow; w no holinefle,nor religions 
ſanQification in theraſelues ; bnrt onely ſernc for their 
vic either naturall or ciuill,, who hane the fruition of 
them ; and another to be holy,or holy ones, as is ſj 
of gadly mens children: not that onc thar is 
vnder the coucnant is holy, bur that they are ſo to be ta- 
ken,till they contrary appear ; fittly , that is vnſound, 
and vnſauory which they ſay, 447: (There is now no 
fanQificatior, of God to a perſon , bur ſuch as whoſe 
faith in Icſus Chriſt:)thar is, 
who are exdued withſuch a fauh that Worketh eff cttnalty 
an chem : we calily graunt that the legall conſecration of 
Leuites, Nazarites, andthe firſt borne, are determined, 
but not the ſanRitie of adoption , in relpebt whereot 
thoſe whichare withinthe coucnant are ſaid tobe borne 
vnto the Lord, EJek, 16.20, whereas in other reſpetts, 
all the children in the world arc his, Exod: y. 5. and = 


T 
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the children ofthe Charchare calked holy feede,differing 
hereinfrom the ſeede ofthe , Etra: 9.2 In parti- 


cular, 7eremy may be for an example, whom 


God fanRified before he came out of the wombe, not le- 


Al 


, but y, and graciouſly ; to whom alfo /ohy Icr-r.5. 
bagel maybe aged, who was filled with the 


holy Ghoſt even from his mothers wombe, and in it, 
Luk,1.1 5.44. Theſe two we know were extraordina- 
perſons, but the impollibilitic of ſanRified infancy is 
ouerthrowne by their caſe. But theſe teſtimonies, and 
reſidents ſerue not for our times , all of them were for 
Heer ages,and before Chriſt had ſuffered. Anſw: Let 
it beſo; yet that reacherh to future times , and ſince 
Chriſt his ſufterings, which is written to the Rennes: 


roote 0 are the branches, Butthat is ſpoken ofthe 
lows and Iicctizns and concerneth not vs that are 
Gentiles. eAnſw: Theſe priuiledges were indeed ſome 
time to the Iewes, and not common to all other 
nations vnto them ; but now they are curs, as 
well as euer they were theirs, fithence wee are growne 


ent, and prerogatiues that they 
had: bur it is pleaded further,(thar the Apoſtle faichnor, 
elſe were you infant 54 but elſe Were your children vncleane; 
but now they are holy, ſo that all the children of beleeners, 
though of age, and wnbeleexers, are as holy by this place as 
infants, «Anſw: This is ill enforced and ſtreined too; yea 
too farre, for itis as ifthey ſhould ſay, God (when hee 
made with eAbrabam that ing couenant where. 
of circumciſion is a ſeale,) ſaid not that hee would bee a 
God to him and his infants after himy bnt to his ſecde,ſo 


Obrett, 


eAnſw, 


If _ fruits bs holy, ſo is the Whole lumpe ; and if the gom nts, 
e 


Ob, 


eAnſm. 


eAnſw. 


thar all the ſeede of Abraham, ?/maecktes, Edowites ; and 6en17.7.” 


the } gr vcd Beturah, were all holy , and as well 
withi Re HOO 
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the Iſraclites which were the generation of //aac : But 
hey ſhould obſeruc that the couenamt of mercy pafſeth 
from fathers to children,fro age to age;euen tothe thou- 
{and generation, it they lone God, and keepe his com- 
mandements ; whereas if they turne away , hee viſiteth 
their finne : childrenot belecuers , when they are borne 
of their parents (and all are borne infants) are all in the 
couenant with their parents, and were of old to be cir- 
cumciſcd,and now to be baptized , If the children be of 
yecres when the parcntsenter into the couenant ; either 
theyaſſent,and enter into the coucnant withthem,or dif- 
ſent andenter not;ſo /fmaelthe child of Abrahams,bein 
taught of his father to keepe the way of the Lord, 
not diſobeying , hee was with his father circumciſed at 
Gen-17.25, thirteene yeeres of age : Likewiſe all children now afſ- 
ſenting vnto, & walking in the faith with their parents, 
at what age focuer : but when /mael fell from his obedi- 
ence,then waghe caſt out of e Abrahams houſe , and no 
_ longer counted forhisſeede; bur in 7/aack, was his ſeede 
en.21-19,12 called, he was ſtill his ſeede, and childe in nature, accor- 
— ding tothe fleſh, but continued not the childe of the Co- 
WY ucnant, and promiſe ;-cuen ſo, if the children of belee- -— 
uers, now being of vnderſtanding, doe reuſe the faith 
of Chriſt, or tall away from it, they depoſe themſclues | | 
from the title, honour, eſtimation, and comfort of holi- 
Fpheſ.z,3. *nefſe. Wee are much miſtaken if any thinke we hold 
children are to be baptized, or are holy becaulc they are 
ourchildren by nature ; (for o they are the children of | 
wrath) bur they are holy, and to haue the ſcale of dam- 
nation, ſalnation ; becauſe God hath penny accep- 
ted them into his Gouenant with our ſelues,and keepeth 
them init vntill they fall from the faith, and obedience 
of Chriſt, cuen as we our ſclucs continue inthe Coue- 
nant whiles we continue in the Chriſtian faith, and no 
longer. Itisto be obſerued how that the leſturicall Rhe- 
milts, and Anabaptiſts accord together in gaine-faying, 
that 
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that Chriſtian mens children are holy from their mo- 
thers wombe, both athrming rharrhe ſanftificationhere 
meant, cannot be enough to ſaluation, without faith,and 
yetthey maintaine the ſame renerr for contrary purpo- 
ſes, The one ſide that they may inferre a necethtic of 
bapriſme, and locke vp heauen gates againſt all that dic 
betore it : and the other that they may ſtop vp the way 
of Infants to it, and make them vtterly vncapableof it. 
In the next place we vrge the ſaying of S.Perer ; Amend Atts 1. 33,29. 
your lines , and be baptiFed enery one of you, in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : for the promiſe s made to you, and 
to your children,and to all that are a farre off, enen as ma- 
ny 4s the Lord our God ſhallcall ; whereat they cauill 
thus : (The place rrxely conſidered, maketh againſt thrm- 
ſelues y for theſe to Whom the «Apoſtle Preakerh, being pric- 
hed in their hearts, by the call of God m Perers preaching, 
and crying out, Men and bretheren, What fall Wee doe? 
Peter anſwered them ; «Amend your lines, andbe baptiJed 
exery one not only be baptiJed,but amend your liues,and ſuch 
as gladly receiue his word were baptized: So that fathers of 
the ewes and their children;aud fathers of theGentiles ,and 
their children, muſt all amend their lines, e baptized, 
and gladly receine the Word, or elſe this promiſe here made 
pertaineth not vnts thew, for the ſe 15 to all that the 
Lord our God ſhal call,fathers & children muſt amend their 
liues,and gladly receine the Word,or elſe their fins cannot be 
put aWay, neither can their fathers repentance (aue them 
from damnation. Againe, let it be Well obſerued, that this 
(nenant or promiſe, the Conenant of Chriſt made of Sal- 
nation, to the children of Abraham wpon the ſame condi. 
tion, that 1s made to Abraham biwſalf, namely vpon re- 
pentance,and faith in (hrift as is moſt plaine in »o e words: 
And We declare vngo you, as touching the promiſe made to 
the fathers ; God hath fulfilledit, rov5 their children, in 23-33 
that be raiſed vp Teſus from the dead : and therefore be it 
knoWne onto you men and brethren, that through this man 
H 2 is 
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i preached veto you remuſſion of ſimcs, ana from all things 
from the which yee could not be wſtified by the Law of Mo. 
es, by bim enery one that beleencth is 11:ſi1 ie! by the lay of 
Mofſes,by hins (44019 one that beleentth 15 ftiſied, 

uth:ſe Words wee ſee the prom:ſe made to the fathers, 
1s thus fr !filled to their chiliren, that (briſt 1s raiſed from 
the dread, «nd that through him they might haxe rena;ſ35on 
of ſinnes, euery one that beleeneth mightbe inflified fa. 
thers, and children ;, and whereas many ſtumble at the 

word(chil dren) concerning that it 1s meant of fnſams , 
ft ir here, and elſeWvherg in the Scriptures , often vſed 


. for men of underſtanding. This place truly confide- 


-red, will not be retorted againſt vs,nor auoided by them 
wy po yer rep 5 proven 
pretation of it, and | ) reout, Will 
neither ward off, the force of that fer which we alled- 
it, nor are conſonant toſound dininitie. It is vrged 

y vs — to proue,that God is graci.. 
ousto the chi of the 9s. parka pe" 
ſtian parents : The other, that all (whoare holy, and 
of the houſhold of God, and haue right in the preroga. 
tiues mentioned in Epheſi.ons 2.namely in the remsſsion 
of (ins, andthe Euangelicall promiſes) may lawfully be 
baptiſed.: andare nottheſe vndeniable veritics , and 
direQly confirmed by this. Scripture? If eitherof them 
x #1 the hope of the moſt, and of the 
Saints of God is built vpon a ſandie foundation. 

If they be both impregnable truthes, why ſhould nor 
God the praiſe yeclded to him, of that his fauour 
towards theſecdeof the faithfu!l, to whom the Apoſtle 
aſcribeth ſo great a happineſſe : And that ſuch may haue 
admiſcion tothis Sacrament,the Apoſtles injuntion(Be 
baptized)the end preſcribed, (forthe remiſsionof fins) 
& the cau{ afſigned,(for the promile is to / wort do appa- 
rantly cuit:Now it we more narrowly ſift this their an. 
fwcre,weſhall finde diuers dangerous dodtrines,and er. 
ronioug 
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ronious aſfertions,coucMhd cloſely rogether therin. Firlt, 
that the promiſe of God pertainethto none,either 
or children, vnleſſe they belecue, and gladly receiue 
word, and therefore nor before. Secondly ,that childrens 
ſins cannot be put away,ner they ſaued from damnation, 
vnlefle they amend their liues,& gladly receiuethe word. 

irdly , that the Couenant of Chaxtion made by 
Chrift, to the Children of «Abrahams, is akogether 
conditionall vpon their faith in Chriſt, and 
Fourthly, that children to whom this is made, 
are not in faults,but men of ing:Inall which 
impioufly offer violence to the 


he hath intended it, in 
infancy or childhood from the 


their ke 
thee popes finne, willbe no ſuffigient medicine to 


- cureſucha y wound. CRIES 


people repent, and be baprized their joyfull 
ny ay Word, the Promiſe | ine to 
them, the reterſion of this place vs had beene 
right ; but before they had rea repentance, 
and had yet neede to beexhorted toit:before they were 
had fully teſtitied, with whataffeRion they 

his do@rine, hee aduerriferh them, that the 

Promiſe was to them, and theirs ; yea, to future times, 
to ſuch as were a farreoff : forfalrhough in the Epiltle 
to the Epheſians, (ap.2.1 3-17, Paul faith, the Gen- 
tiles were a farre off, aludingro 7/z. 57.1 9, Yetitlee- 
meth here, that Peter ſpeakerh of the tewes, which 
mary a long time after to be conuerted to rhefairh ; for- 
as Peter himfelfe was not yet fo well informed 

of the calling of the Gentiles, (neither if hehad ſobeen) 
was itthen fit time, to ſpeake of it tothe weake Iewes, 
And we know that [ſaack, and Solomon, and others,had 
promiſes made intheir _ betore cuer they came” 
3 into- 


54 —— —-- 


ww  -” F-: 


— 
» WW "IE ned he — — 


45 The Patrimonie of Chriſtian Childrey, | | 


into the world : They were borne vntothem, as heircs | 
yato their hereditary poſſeſſions, and enjoyed the ſame, | 
*fo ſoone as their lives ; Thoſe whom this Apoitle prea. 
ched toat- another time atter this, were pronouncc d ty | 
be children oi the Prophets, and of the Couenant made | 
rothe Fathcrs,, when as.yet they had neither declared | 
repentance, nor were baptized, 'nor expreſſed ſuch a | 
comtortable rcceit of the word, but were to be called | 
vpon, to ancnd their lines, though-many of them in 
the ende belecued, Whenthey ſay :(T he fatbers reper- 
tance cannot ſane the children from damnation), They 
bewray either i , that they are not acquainted 
with the ſtate of the queſtion, andcontrouertcd point; 
berweene vs, and themſtlues ; or elſe guile, by a (leight 
intimation, that wee hold the childe to be juſtified, by | 
the imputation of the Parents graces, whereas we teach, 
thathe is ſaued þy the meere free mercy, and faithiull | 
Coucnant of his parents God. Moreouer they diſpa- 
ragethe Couenantof God, in limiting it, andſtraitning 
{194 va thereof within ſo TINT 
C riating it to beleecuers only, whereas 
A is, hari ſoul 5m war ro 
to. z4 choſen e, It isnordenicd » 
faith Jo tamatode daquied of ſuch as ro whom 
Peter in this place, and Paw1inthe 1 3 chap. did fpeake, 
bur nothing leſle is 1neant, thento ſhur vp vnder con. 
demnation, all thoſe which were not yet ripe for faith, | 
| andrepentance. . And albeit no man can affuredly ap- | 
prehend the comforr of the Couenant, withour the ap- p 
rome of it by bclecuing, and bringing forth | 4 
ruits of it, by and amendment of ye 
on (Gods part gracesare rathereffects of thar bleſ- 
ſed Covenant then bare conditions. EJek.36,27. Jer, 
32. 38, 39,40. Laſtly, it is graunted, that the word 
* children is often taken for men of vnderſtanding, and 


ft it is alſo for Intants, and why may'it not my ” 
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both ſorts here? The word, /eede, vſed in Gen, 1 7, often 
implyeth old perſons : will they therefore inferre, that 
the promiſe and ſeale thereof to Abrahams ſecede , be. 
longed not to his ſeede in their infancy, by the expreflc 
wordsof «Hoſes, yeaof the Lord himſelte, it is mani- 
felt that it did. Wee pleade the holinelle, and chriſtian 
eſtate of Infants,being the children of the faithfull, by 
the acceptance, entertainment, andvſage, which ſome 
ag amr ewe nn 
he giueth of them,that they are o 
nem 1 - They hold out their backlers to keepe off this 
{troake, and fence themſclues by this plea, thar (et 5s 
not ſaid }nfants areof the Kingdome of Heauen, that is 
obeyers of the Goſpel,but that they that enter mtothe King. 
dome of Heauen muſt be come as little children ; for of ſach 
like is the Kingdome of God.) T his #s ((briffs meaning, 
men muſt b: conuerted, and receiue the Kingdome of God, 
as a childe weined from all enill wates, and willing to ſub. 
wit.to Chriſt in all things : eAnd for taking them in his 
armes, and bleſſing them, hee baptiJed themnet, but rooke 
occaſion toteach his Diſciples, and the multuude, that all 
that ould be admitted into the Kingdome of Hea 
be like them, And for bleſſing of them,(hriſts bleſſings ave 
manifold, he healed the ficke, clenſed the leapers ,omade the 
dumbe to ſpeakg, and the blinde to ſee, tnjt ont'denitr, and 
fed m.uny thouſands with bread, and gaue life to many that 
Were dead : All which,and many mare were #emporall bleſ. 
ſings : ut 1s a bleſſing to infants robe created,to lint,to grow 
1m ſtature, and comelineſſe, in Wiſedome and towardneſſe,to 
bane their fight , their limmes, and all their ſences, and to 
be pre{erued from dangers, ſo that Chrifts bleſſings extend 
peer to "wy — that which is to come : and becauſe 

rſt prayed for them, it us no ſafe concluſion that any » 
baprifer hem, his maine end bn berein IG chery in, 
_ eſtate, and to teach all ro be like them thereinby con. 
uwerſion, 
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If the eighteenth of <WHarrhew had beene cited for 
the lame &d which the tenth of «Harke is, This an. 
fivere would haue held fome weight, ard haue bcene fir 
for the purpoſe: for there are metaphorical! children,(as 
I may fo call them) commended indeed, who are con- 
verted, haue learned humilitie ot babes, and beleeve in 
Chriſt ; but being applyed to this place, it is altogether 
outof place,and is light as vanitie : the people brought 
children to Chriſt, not men conuerted,and become [tke 
children : for the children , the diſciples rebuked the 
bringers ; for which rebuking Chriſt was much difplea. 
ſed,and aid,ſsfer httle children to come to we : what tea. 
ſonable crearure will now deny that he ſpeaketh here of 
childred in yeeres, and not of old men like children ? 
They were the ſame who were brought vnto him , and 
whom hee tooke inhis armes , and whom hee put his 
hands vpon,and blefſed, and touching, whom hee ſaide, 
Of ſuch us the kingdom: of Heauen; which theft expoliters 
would not haue vnderſtood of their happy cftate which 
they ſtand in as hcires of faluation; but to be of 
the exerciſc of grace and obedience to the which 
infancs cannot performe : But I demaund of them, what 
our Sauionr promiſcth to thoſe thar are poore in Spirit, 
when he faith,cheirs is the Kingdeome of Heanen,is it not 
all oneas if hee ſhould haue ſaid , erernell life belongetb 
wnto them ? T he very fame forme and manner of in- 


none 132 ſtruftion is to be ſcene intheſe words: Moreouer let the 


WWYTM2E TW io ty 
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reaſon of our Sau jour be duly why he rebuked 
the Diſciples, and incou the people to bring babes 
vnto him, If by the Ki heauen be nor meant 
the ſtare of aluation , nor children themſclues haue the 
proach ee 
y might hane vnto him v t 
pond Dons ; yeaand Serpentsalls for himed a 


' hishands vpon them,and blelle : for as godly men mu 


in ſome reſpeRs imitate Infants , ſo they muſt likewiſe 
reſemble 


wo 


LL 
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reſemble-theſe cocatutes in- ſome things”: neither is Mat:10.16, 
the wrong! which is offered to the texr to/be 'palled 
oucr 'in tranſlating it, -when they nd ( for. of 
ſuch like) as if "chatberne excluſinely of them, 
and. intended of others, which in 'fome are 
like vatothem ; whereas theword ( Sach)) viſually 
include the patterno it ſelfe, wal ere to get the qrorum 
with others; 2s whenPaw/ commendeth Epaphredi 


it 5, 


Rles aredec -ml 
ſhacpe cenkue for that hatefullſinne of Inceſt; faying, 
that ſucha one by thepdwcrabour Lord Jeſs Chriſt : Conunuay. 
Rees ro Sathan { Burtopur.anend to this alreration 
the Kingdome of Heauen , whether it belong'to | 
lee of herkien patent ney 4 ler vs propoſe 
one queſtion to our oppoſites : what ſhall become ofthe —# 
children of Chriſtians, - or any other departing this 
world intheir infancy 2 We hauetheir anſwere 
Ne ns Wharſecuer 56 in flare of condewmation of Hell 
RE ants are not 
under onfomatr, oe ed ban +. de 
ſpeake bewefits i 
ap han, I 
pag oy as 1 they haue by Chriſt EEE 
on from the de php yrunds tg. ſon they Theſe very 
ſhall be made aliney and not ſo onely, but their glorification wordsarein 2 
bg baxe alſe by Chrift: Now if they beſolanifhto giue Pilogue be- 
fo much to the generation of Turkes, Tartars, Heathen, MW. 17 
Samocds, Canibals : what mooucththemto beſo reſtrai- ,.,, 
ned, as not togrant ſaluation to the ſeede of the ri ItE= Fagztt 3.422. 
ous ? Now whereas our Sauiour blelled the 
—_— tell vs he _ them god A we grant,but if - 


they 
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they which were by nature the children of wrath, and 
curſe ; were now by made children ofthe bleſſing 
in Chriſt then were they of the Kingdome of God, and 
o_ is theeſtate o others __ he as —_—_— _ there. 

re may receaue igne of bleſſednes; 
hecias ſince1n _ hane noother meanes- of 


acceſſe ynto hi? they ſay(1r is ablefſing to Infants * 


to be created to line go grow wn ftature,) Arſw, All Gods 
benefits forthin li, ndcho neue, arei blellings; 
CETINS SE EEE 
warldly, rempora. ly bur 
ting IC grand ment re - 
ous will without duc proofe confine and abridge 
the fauoursof the Lord , Which hee fo largely beſtoweth 
—__ reraint ; car wp _ the A 
is limited, denied to pray to his 
Sau al. cape Jnarmtrrany The wth to 
the Corinth: ver: 1.2, Wherein the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of 
ne lacks 7 wr : > wy ug 
many karned menfor the point in 10n, be- 


cauſe there, doe appeare to 
haue beene baptized for ver Hs atoms. va. 
children out » and many were vnto them 
in the wi fc, and therefore infancy is no 

impediment to baptiſme: this they ſeeke to put off wi 


lngth of diſcourſe ,, but with ſhortneſle of reaſon , and 
truthin this manner : 7» the calling of this bapti/me , all 
may ſee the meaning and drift of the holy Ghoſt , not that 
e Moſes did at all vvaſh them vuith vvater in the cloud 
and in the See; but the ApoſHe writing to the Saints at 
Cormth, exhort ed them among ft other rhings,to takg beede 
of preſumption , they thinking thomſelnes ſure and ſafe, be. 
eaxſe they had put on Chrif by bapriſme, and Were Chriſffi. 
nc Ad firſt fe ſheweth them a ſimily of rwo runners, 
and applicd to them, ſaying : So runne that yee may cb- 
taine , and ſurther vrgethit by himſelfe, aying : ns 

owne 
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deWne mybody, and bring it in ſubjefion, leaſt When 1 hene 
pravert 71.7 ro I bs bby wean ny. , after bee 
hath done with the ſimuly hee paſſerh to anexample, as if he 
ſhould fay , beſides I would hane you vederſiand how God 
dealt with onr Fathers when hee ht them out of E- 
ypt with ſignes and wonders, aud pane them manifold to- 
os of bis lone , ingining them a cloud to concr and defend 
then by day and night and cauſed the Sea to dinide it ſelte 
IOIES ouer, and fed them fourtic yeares with 
bread from heauen, and caufed the hard rocketo yerld 
them drinke,by the which teftimon'es af his favour, hee 
Cluiſ t, and did confirme vntothemby the(e 


their | 
of « Moſes 1s called baptiſme, by comy as N 
Arke is called the : ne, that ; for as 


i true bapriſme ſaueth ther thar ate in it, or put on 
Chriſt by « from the deftru&ion thongh after- 
wards many raay periſh which hold not taſt chat profel- 
fionto the end ; and hereuporithe Apoſtle faith, Lec hin 
that thiuketh he flanderh rake herde leaft that be fully So 
our fathers were all vnder the cloud, and in the ſea, and 
were all therein baprized ; or fafegarded fromdeftruRi- 
on of their encmies , yet ds many of them pe- 
riſhed: And this is the meaning of this Scripture, 8 can- 
not with any ſhewe of trucrh bee produced for Intants 
bapriſme : If any aske farther why itislaidethey were 
baptized inthe —— I anſivere, It mn 

2 oly 


efrſw, 
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holy Ghoſt fo to ſpcake for the reaſons I haue ſhewed: 
The ſea, and cloud was their fatery, as Noahs Arke 
was,and as true baptiſme is, ry jp © 

As theſe men,or the author of this dialogue, attained 
not to the maine drift,and ſcope ofthe Apolile,aggraua. 
tingthe perill of cuappicrng ith Idolaters,intheir 
Idolothytes, and eating inthe Idols Temple; fo cannot 
attaine to the ſight ot any fubſtantiall matter in the 


long narration , that may cleare the controuerlie : The 


principall points to beexamined arefirſt, that(.3/o/cs 
didnot at all waſhthem: with water in the , Orin 
the ſea, ) which is an ambiguous ſaying, and doubtful}, 
whether they meane , that although A4ſofes waſhedor 
baptized them; yet it was not with water ; or although 
they were waſhed br baptized with water , yer it was 

tdone by Moſes,or that they were not waſhed at alk 
Sher by 2oſes,or with water: If they meane that Aſs. 


{es did not perſonally dippe,and ſprinkle them withwa- 


ter, weeealily conſent vntothem ; but what then ? was 
0d) aro $5: uy wha 100 qt chm Pe 


' appointed by the a3 our water is vnto VS? and 


was not their palſing the Ka,and as it were vn- 
der the waters rifingſo high , and tanding on heapes, 
almolt oucr them , as if they had beene buried therein; 
andtheir conſtant aoremree bode dere dloude; 
often couering,and wing them, all one as if th 
had beene waſhcd ?: And certaine-it is, tharalthou 


«Moſt? neither Put them intothe watcr , nor powred 


2 ny vponthem, | action, or rather thatwhich be. 
felf them was cofiſecrared by the authoririe,) and verrne 


- of his miniſtery , according ro the very wordes_of the 


Lord; alfo as in like caſe it 1s ſaid of Chriſt;that he made 

andbaprizcd fhioe difciples then Jobn,though Ieſus him- 
£1fc baptized them not burhis diſciples: Secondly, that 

(this of Moſes CAO conmating ;Jas if 
ir were not properly bapriſme, 'but by way - __ 
© e, 
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ſemblance,and analogy, whichthe one holdeth with the 
other z whereas it was as truely, and properly bapeiſme 
to them,as ours 15 to vs, notwithſtanding thatthe man- 
nerof adminiſtrations differ , eucn as their Manna, and 
water, were astruly the Sacrament of Chriſts body and 
bloodtothem; as Bread and Winein the. Lords —_ 
_ Vs : dy» oe had the _ id tcu- 
y that they were neither argument 
haue beene of any importance for the inforcing of his 
admonition, Thirdly, that they paralell that bapriſine, 
and Noahs Arke together ; whereas Noahbs Arke ſaving 
them from bodily drowning that were in it, was but 2 
figare of the Sacrament of C bapeiſine whereby weare (a- 
ucd from deſtruction ; and that in the Sea,and Wilder. 
nefle was then indecd : a Sacrament extraordina- 


an_ ew wer ler hs Rage. 


dy 
IH roar. ne perpecuny. Fou Ghoſt ro 
ſay thatthey were baptized 4n the ſea, and , be- 
cauſethe cloud and ſea was their ſaferie as wel-as Noebs 
Arke was: ) Inthis they faile of the pco per <anÞ, 8 and 
ev rea my hy ar (dro be bara or hk 

re wr em rp Cite eys 
fatetie were to bec baptiſed in 
the agen yas becauſe in them they were I 

waſhed from their linnes, and pl 


on Chriſt his death, burigll ond revrgtti- 


1,Pet;3.27- 


* 


on, as. we arenow by bapriſme, Laſtly, ( day ey Rom: 0.2,4.5; 


as well cnioyne Infants to ſuffer 

menos the nameof baptiſine , ns 
cis place; ; becauſe the cloude and ſea i 
= I yapodanenendiaiinn mars 

nr Sa. iſme ; that it ſhould of i 44 _ 
rant our practiſe w cloeuer we meet with it, withouc 
of the ſpeakers and writers intent , or the drift 
and circumſtancesof the comtex : this aſſertion might 

3 
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hauc ſome colour of truth ; but foraſmuch as wee looke 
intocthedrift , and conſcquents and fenſe both of this 
Scripture, and others whici wee cite , aswellas to the 
words , and tind-our colle&ions ro be conformable to 
the meaning of Gods Spirit, wee cannot bee induced to 
yeeld , thattheb. priziag ot children is no more argued 
by the exampleof the 1iraclites baptiſme ? thenby per. 
ſecurion called baprifme by our Sauiour,fthence that ir 
is manifeſt rhat his ſpeech was tropi their practiſe 
ſaccamentall. Thus tarre as opponents wee hanc 
ced reaſons, and by way of reply confirmed the ſame, for 
the lawfall adminiſtration of baptilme to young chil- 
dren : Now it remaineth that wee takethe place of re- 
ſpondents, and makeanſwer to ſuch obieCtions,as theſe 
who are aduerfazies vnto it,are wont to vrge againſt ir, 
That which ſhall bee in the forefront is conſidera. 
ble,and material! for the purpoſe;as either much making 
for them, in caſe it be ſound and true, orotherwilc ten» 
ding te the vtter raineof their cauſe, if it bee juſtly dif. 
proued; which is the deniall of adoption to intancs fay- 
Ing. ( T hey are uo children of God, they that bane prero- 
atines ro br the Sounes of God ;, enenbeleexe in bis name: 
oh: 1.12, ) The conſequenceis,that they are nor to bee 
— - 26, an can be Chriſtians vntill they conteſſe their 
Faith. 
I ſhalldemand of them how long infancy hath becne 
a barre toadoption ; whether from the beginning ,, and 
noneeuer of thar age hauc becne Gods chuldren;or that 
now fince Chriſt the Lord hath left ſo ro grace the chil. 
drerof the faichfull : If they ſay thoſe laſt dayes are not 
cherin ſo happy as the former times,they muſt nor br 
words alone,but >> ———— (if they will becre- 
dire, conuert (all that we have decla.. 
| , and ſhall in the ſequele more fully 
confirme) of manifeft vntruth: If they fay that God was 
neuer 4 tatherof infants,nor infants at Ry 
n 


—— 
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dren of God ; how will they auoide the of $4- 


lomon,touching whom,the Lord madea p to Da; 
wd in theſe termes, 7 Will be bus Fake abr fall bewg 


Sown?1t is likely wilake aduantage of 7 Will be: ) 
namely , like dap reflts oncagg a. bee a 


King. 


mr 
Salomon, euen from his birth, is argued by the love of 
God profeiledto him, and affared by tore N ou. 
fon eponnce, Nether, according to the 


__ _ eſtate,but his father 'Dauid: alſo,who ac- 
knowledged the Lord to haue ſhewen himſelfe his God 


from his mothers belley : Now whoſocuer the Lord is Pal1-10, 
m couenant with as one of his the ſame hee is a 


Father to, asone of his which will wellap- 
peare by conference of two Scriptures together, in /e- 


rap weread, I Will be the God of all the families ous Ifra. Geo,z1,x. 
the 


derby | all bee wy. people : To the Corinthians 
after this manner, / will be Father v3- 
_ — |S. Sonnets, and Danghters 
ce Lord almi from the jv gr 


, God bidaderedinthok ne pre: (al-_ 


particulars 
though many thoaſand: babes enioyed the one poevo- 


— x yer were Dy kde * thallbe 
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who are ſanRified by him, Heb: 2. 11, Andof thi 
berare childrenas well as others, bythe 
teſtimony, Cor: 1.7.14. All thatare 


uationare his brethren, & cohcires with him, Rom: 8. a; | 


| eAuſm; He ſaid, be would be his Father; and ſpeaketh 


1.Sam.12,24, 


5 


Sam. 1.2.14, 
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and of this number chiKdren are, as he himſdlfe profeſſerh, 
Mat: 1 9.14. Allthit ſhall hauc glorification/at the laſt 


dayare his brethren ; for ſohe wilſcall the wholecompa. 


ny Rnding at his righthand, Hut: 25 40. and of this 
num children, 25 nonethar are Otthodox doubt of, 
and oyr oppoſites es confeſle. 

Burt will fay,that in tou? diſcourſe of this poine; 
here is7 bur an aftirmarion ſer againſt a negation, 
out yeato their nay : the/groumd of theirargument tan. 


. derh ſhit jn force;(T - thae har prerogatiue tobe the Sos 
d, 


of God, muſt be borne , excen beltene in his nawe. 4 


ſuch”, as John hetre teſttherh by Faith to hane embraced 


Chrift; for akhouph therebe but one ſonneſh? ,and child. 


hood of Gods people; yet that hathdiſtin& degrees, and 
ſome may be eſteemed for ſonnes in one degree , which 
haue nor yet attained to the other : ſome by vertue of the 
couenant made to their fathers were called his owne,vntill 
by infidelitic they reiefted him : 'and ſome being Remy 
his owneby adoption, monde erunend. > we 

f-Qually called, being borne anew of the {red of 
theword "By hoyenrertberec were regenerate, and 
mavifcſtedrobe the children of God enioJing the afſu.. 


gion Word min and holy: 

wy viROraus ouer thegr co 
ee , as that they cannot ſinne ſeruilely , and be- 
5; wry err Et enemies:according 
ro thar ſaying ofthe ſame Apoſtle in another place:whoſo- 
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cuer is borne of God finneth not , for his ſeede remai- 
neth.in him ; neither can hefinne, becauſe heeis borne ——_ 
of God : and-'all that is borne of God ouercommeth- 3:9» 
the world , and this is the victory that ouercom- 
meth the world , cuen our Faith, Joh: 1.5.4. Of 
this ſort of children doeth 7obn intreate, and wee of | 
thoſe that are accepted ofthe Lord, and to be acknow- | 

ledged of rhe Church for- their godly progenitors 

lake | 


Their ſecond obieCtion is from a pretence that in- Ob.2. 
fants are not of the body of Gods people, or members_ . 
of the-Church : There is (ſay they) of the Church of 
God robee'confidered what it is , and it will plainely | 
appeate that infants cannot bee of it ; they that know | 
the language from whence the word (Chureh) is taken, 
can Wi that it Ggnifieth a peoplecalled out; fothe | 
Church of Chriſt is a people called out of their former | | 
eſtate : theſe men ſtand hardly affefted towards poore eA*%ſY. 
infants, which will neither endure them to enioy the 
grace and fauour of God ; nor communion, and focie- 
tie with his ſeruants : Burt for all that,if they haue found 
the one (as hath beene already proued, ) they ſhall bee | 
aſſured not tofaile of the other; if they be. ſonnes,they 
muſt not bee excluded from the fathers family, nor ba- | 
niſht out ofhis Kingdome : It isthe eſtate and conditi- 
onof the wicked to bee ſtrangers from the wombe,both 


to God and his people,and not the caſe of his own cho- Phl.53.;- 
ſen and ſanRified children; for then dying ſuch. ( as ma- 


ny give vp the Ghoſt, and depart with their liues in the 
, and at their birth, and before it,) they ſhould . 
as certainly looſe their ſaluatign , as their breath; for Bpb.3-1%. 
the ſoules at home in heauen; and they which ſoiourne 
as ſtrangers on the earth, are all but one family; none 
can bee a member of the triumphant Church aboue, 
who hagh not beene firſt of the militant Church bcJow; 


rone can be transplanted into that Orchard , who hath 
2 K | nor 
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| not becne drawne one of this nurcery : They which 
eu pric. kr.ow Us langnage from whence the word that fignif. 
eth Chu-ch istaken, may well percciuethat it maketh 

nothing for their abſurd opinion ; forir is takenfor any | 

publicke aſſembly of pcople,as well ciuill,as ſacred, and | 

15 vied by Heathen,and prophane Oratours, and Philo- 

fophers ; fach as were = lhenes, eArifpotle, cc, as 

well as by Chriſtian and holy Writers,ſuch as were the 

Apoſtles - yea, inthe Scripture it hath that figaificati- 

on,as where the Towne-clarke of Epheſwuſaide, if yee 

enquire any thing of other matters, it may be determi. 

ina lawful Rp ndngrenty ſo,but in the fame 

c: v: 3 2.that riotous rout of mad-headed ldolaters,that 

had no other bufinefſe at tp RanEicry gence 

At:19.39, is Diara of the bans, Was' by that name; 
& 794 *%- and out of what former eſtate I pray you were thoſe 
74 « 4 «- men called? But how if wecan prone young children by 
wav #1222 the Scriptures to be lawfull membors of particular con- 
on gregations of Saints, willitnot follow then , that they 
are naturall members ofthe vnuerſall Church? The ſpi- 

rit of Gon ch phorryce ron an holy aſſembly of 
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m nor example, nor true uence for it in 
Chrifts perf2® Tellament, Who Wa fairhful Moſes 


in all his honſe,and threatneth moſt dreadful indgement a- 
gainſt ſuch as adde or taks from that bis poles Teſta. 
ments, x ky 

Three maine defe&s they pleade in this baptiſme of 
things necellarily concurring to, the donde ropanke 
tiſe of it; firſt of command | ofcxample, 


=_ firlt there is a commandement for 
proben ror A pts, Ther 


nations and bp them: And ih eAarks, where he ap- 
pointeth the Goſpell to bee preached to cuery creature 
and the fame ſhould be baptized : who are meant by all 
nations,and eutery creature'? are not all the of 
the Church, and euery holy child of God in all nations? 
- I beleenethey willnot Kee E thay og hen 


ly infants,bur elder as are 


precepts | le, and 
beleeuers ſhall be ſpoken of inplace where thoſe Scrip- 
rures omen wo ny - fameſhall be obieted 
inſt vs : Burt inamatter 0 at importance ( a 

hey )to auoid the peril of wil. i mis _ 
rant is needfull; that nothing of this nature 

ſed; but that which hath a dire& ption in the 
has of of Chriſt , for the towhom it be- 
ongeth, 


> Anſw, If rhis expreſſe preſcription in the new Te- 
K 3 ſtament 


prati. _ 
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tament, without any reference to the old, belooked for, 
and particularly directed to the extcrnall quality,eltate, 
and condition of men, according as infancy,and child- 
hood is : Some other holy ordinances will come in que. 
ſtion,as well as theſe.? for what degrees of men ſhould 
be bound to the religious obſcruation of the Lords day, 
which yet hee himſelfe hath conſecrated for his owne 
memoriall,worſhip,and ſeruice, and the ſanctification ot 
his people? It appeareth maniteſtly to be of diuine in- 
ſtirutionby diuers forcible arguments, among which (to 
ſpare the recitall of all others) this one, that Chriſt by 
his owne Spirit and Word is intitledto it as kis proper 
right in peculiar manner ; whereas in ether reſpe&ts all 
dayesarehis,and challenged by him, as well as that; all 
things as farre as I remember, which in thenew Teſta- 
. ment are aſcribed to him, in that forme are holy ; as the 
Lords Supper, the Lordstable , the bread of the Lord, 
the cuppe of the Lord: yet here is nocharge laid vpon 
parents,maſters,ſonnes,daughters, man-ſeruants, maid. 
ſcruants to performe the durics of it , and why ? partly 
becauſe it concerneth all forts indifferently without re- 
Ipect of perſons ſo to doe ; and partly becauſe comming 
into the placeot the former Sabbath , it haththe fourth 
commaundement for the rule of duc obedicnce to bee 
yeelded vnto it, which as well as the reſt, Chriſt came 
neither to deſtroy, nor to giue others libertic toviolate: 
touching a ſecond defe, atwo-fold conſideration is to 
be had ; one thatalthough there be no certaine relation 
that any infants (or young ones, were baptized in the 
daycs of the Apoſtles, yet there is/trong probabilitic of 
it fince ſundry-whole honſe-holds are mentioned fo to 
| _  hauebeene,) | | 
Obie, Ob: But our adverſaries reie this reaſon , ſaying; 
T rue it is that Whole houſes Were baptiFed, but it ws alſo 
moſt truethat there are many honſe-holds in which there 


«re vo infants: thai Hove they that praftiſe infants baptiſme 
; wat 


«- 
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muſt proone ( not imagine ) that there were infants in thoſe 
heuſes,and that theyware ed or elſe they ſay nothing : 
ft ts ſure as they prattiſed in oxe bouſe-hold, ſo they pratts- 
ſed in all, but inthe Taylers houſe they baptiFed ſuch as th:y 
preached vnto,and ſuch as beleened. | 

Anſw: Tt is true that in many houſe-holds there are 
no infants, as it is likely it was in the Taylers, eAt#:16, 
anditis alſo true that in many there are infants , there 
fore this is propoſed bur as probable , and conjeRurall, 
and not asan infallible verity,which ſhould require ſuch 
neteffary proditing they raske vs withall : Burt how 
will they proote it to be moſt fure, that as the Apoſtles 
praiſed in one howſe occaſionally , according to the 

fach like circumſtances of the perſons therein, ſo 
praiſed inall without the like occafions'? thoſe 
men haue in the premiſſes ftrinen to deprive infants of 
their adoption,asbeingno children of God ; of the pre- 
me of Chriſtian ho as hauing no place in the 
Church; and willthey alfo drine them our of their fa- 
thers families,as being no members of them ?* 

The other conſideration is,that the want ofexamples 
cannot diſable our practiſe, which hath other lid 
grourids and arguments for the iuſtification of it , be- 
cauſe the Apoſtles, andother Miniſters of thoſe times 
baptized very many thouſands, whoſe names arene1- 
rher publiſhed,nor regiſtred,that a Catalogue ſbould be 
taken of them ; and it this with the former <ctett bee 2 
cauſe to exclude children from the $z--ament of bap- 
tiſme ; they will bee alſo both of force todebarre 
woentn from the'Sacrament ofthe Lords Supper ; for 
there are , ( for ought'1 Knowe') no more precepts, 
or p elidents for the one, then for the other. In the vr- 
ging of thethird defect, they ſhew in themſelues a 
wy of diſcrerion; ———— mri _ 
to athrme a negatiue, andt to apply the 
threats of Gods dreadfull indgements to bh AS are not 
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conformable to theic opinion, or prattiſe, as if they 34. 
ded to Gods perfeR tellament, whereas themſclucs are 
lyable to the ſame for d:trafting from it : Ler theinte. 
rences gathered out of this ſixty firſt of ?/ay, being the 
ground of our diſcource : Let the gic, and pro- 
portion berweene the ſecde of A Borne and thexhil. 
drenof Chriltians : Let the promiſes madeto them hat 
were cenuerted to Chrift, he themblarnnd their 
dren : Let the holineſſe aſcribed to them by Gods holy 
Spirir : Let the entertainement giuen tq Injqngs by 
Chriſt : Let roo qu of adoption, and Com. 
munion of Saints, be wicnefles whether there be any 
conſequence for the of fuch.,, or not ; and 
whether theſe meh declar not too much preſumggi- 


Yet they Ray not here, but grow more bold, and 

dertake a greater matter to make proof: 
ariue, (T hat there is no true conſequence, (ſaithone 

often)? ) 7 ſhalt arp prog tak of leh clearely all 


onſcience of the od, 
ELSE 


ng, it 15 no 
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few $ ;. For ficlt by them he hath oppugned, 


ſo much as mentioned fo much as one 
. Second- 


EE T7 ei Sman, when they 


or 


after ? Fourthly, 
he reſtrainerh the 


good arcaſonaxthisis, thus : circumciſion is not 
which is outward in the fteſh, Los ae ef ited 


the $ 
in Þ thobpiie2 j ie thopuaingof of te y of the 


of faith 
wh they have And the c.ccumculing the 


theaR, and praRtife of Infarts Bapriſme, bur not re- 
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of their hearr, is toloue the Lord, Dept. 10,16, Now 
if ic cannot be proued that Children have the loue of 
God in their hearts, the righteouſncfſeof faith, the pur. 
ting off of the body of ſinne, they may nor be circum- 
.ciſcd, and their circamciſion 1s nething : If this would 
not _hanc beene a good argument to keepe the Ievyes 
children from circumciſion, the other is no better to 
Keepe ours from baptiſme : os 
Another Obie&tion is thus vrged Bapri/are on waſl;. 
ing With water, apperiaintth onely to them that declare 
ther repentance, and faithno thoſe Daſciples of Chriſt 
that baptiſe them : This appeareth by fob: Baptiſts Do. 
Ftrine, 'and Bapti/me; he preached rhe dothrine © Repen.. 
trance, for the remiſcion of Smnes, and theywere baptized 
of him in Jordan, confeſcing their ſinnes, confirmed by tha 
prattie of Jeſus, and bis Diſciples, mibe cartes of }ſracll, 
they made and baptized diſciples, and they that gladly re- 
cemed the Word Were baptized, the Ennuch When he belee. 
wed Was baptiFed z Cornelius When he recemed the Hoty 
Ghoſt was baptized ; Paul after his (onnerfion was bap- 
tiTed, ) 
ice they vndertake the iuſtification of one poinr, 
and bring many examples, that ſerue tor the proofe of 
another : That Baptiſme appertainethto ſuch as declare 
their faith, and repentance 1s truc,and the Scriptures al- 
ledged confirme it : but that itappertaineth to themon.. 
ly,is vntruc,andnone of thoſe texts doe teach it : There 
was cauſe why 7obn ſhould call for faith,and repentance 
at the hands of them that came to his Baptiſme ; tor 
they were all by age teachable, and hewas toenter the | 
people and (as it were)toletthemin ar the firſt Gate,to 
the Goſpellof Chriſt, and the like did Chriſt, and his 
Diſciples (during his conuerſe with them) to thohouſe 
of 1ſracll, but brought them farther in, then fobn did, 
andthe Apoſtle after his aſcenſion ja all thecited pla- 


ces conuerted nicn to Chrifllianitic, and then it was cx- 


) pedient 
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pedient to inftrut in faith, and repentance, and to vrge 
them to the profeſſion of the ſame ; now the caſe of 
faithfull mens children is farre otherwiſe : forthcy are 
not newly to be admitted into the Chriſtian Church, 
but are borneas natives witkin it, 

Fiftly, they ſay ( That Chriſt commended his Apoſtles, 
and ſernants of the Holy Ghoſt, firſt of ail to preach the 
Cofpell, and may Diſciples, and afterwards to bapti/e 
thoſe that were inftrutted im the faith, m calling upon, aud 
conſe/ting the 14me of Gad, as Mat. 28,' goe and makes 
Diſciples in all N ations, Baptiſing thews en the name of the 
Futher, of the Some, and of the- Holy Ghoſt , teaching 
then to ooſcrne ih things Whatſoeuer ] hane commanded 

on, | 
Wharfocuer they attempt to wring out of this place, 
ſurely the proper, natucall, and true ſenſe of it is, that 
the Gentiles to be called, ſhould hane the doctrine,and 
Sacraments of the Goſpell commmnicated vnto them by 
the Apoſtles, and other Miniſters, and the DoGrinc 
firſt for theirfirſt conmerſion, and planting ofthe Chur. 
ches, but of no neceſlitie'; for the ſame order to be ob- 
ſcrued continually in the ordinary diſpenſation of it, a+ 
mong them that were therein eſtabliſhed, no more then 
thar 1twas needfull for the couenant of the Lord, decla- 
red vnto eAbr«bam, and his family, at their firſt en- 
trance into it, before they were circumciſed, tobe lear- 
ned of their poſteritie ſucceſliucly, before they could bc 
capable of it. The prioritic of baprtiſmc is no debarce- 
ment to inftruftion, when ſeaſon ſeructh, nor any im- 
diment to the fruitfull working of 4t : they that haue 
ne ſigned with the Sacrament before it, hauc enioy- 

ed the benefit of it afterwards, 25 did the houſe of 4- 
braham after circumciſion, and the godly Fathers after 
the firſt Paſſeouer,and their baptiſine in tac red Sea, Ard 
ſome, on the other ſide, that have had it giuen vnto 
them before the Sacrament, Jhaue b{*ne {> ignoranc n: Y 
L Vit 
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Notwichſtanding, and {o inſenſible of thoſe t!1ings thar 
haue beene taught them, 45 #the poinrs had beene vn- 
h:a-d of : As for example ; Notwithſtandiag 7olhnpub. 
likely, and folemnly proclaimed him{ſ1% not to Chriſt 
ſaying, /2deede I bapri/e you with matey to amredepent / 
life, but he that conmeth aftcr me,is mighticr then } Whoſe = 


fhaos } am onÞortby to beare * he Will baptiſe you With the 


Ho!y 5 hft, and with fire ; yer ſome among the reft, and 
not of the common fort, but diſciples,were fo farre from 
appretending this doCtrine, with that vnderſtanding, 
and faith, and profeſſion of it, which our aduerfaries 
make ſoneceſlary for all that are tobe baptizcd, as that 
they after a ſort, refuſed to gine credit to their maſters 
teſtimonic, ſhewing th:reby, boch want of knowledge, 
ard want of faith; and how litrle they had learned con- 
cerning the perſon of their Saniour, who in a particuJar 
manner, by fobns miniſtry, and now by Chriſt his owne 
alſo, rogether with many great workes, and myracles 
wrought by him,they h:d meanes to know. Theſe were 
they that came to Fohn, and (by way of complaint) ſaid 
vnto him, Rabbs,he tht was With thee beyond fordan, to 
Whom thou beareſt witneſſe, behold he barriſerh, and all men 
come vnto bim; yettheſe who would nccdes haue 7ohbn to 
be the Meſlias, rather then the Sonne of God , whom 
they quarrelled againſt , Tn appealeth vnto, that he 
here them a betrer leflon : laying, Yee your ſelues 
are my Witneſſes, that I ſaid, I am »ot the (brift, but that 
] am ſent before him, (verſ 28.) may not a childe after he 
hath beene baprizcd (intimc) prof.t as much, as ſach 
diſciples did before they were baptiz.d, Grhom thatho.. . 
ly man was driven (as it werc) to b-gin with anew,and 
to teach them their firlt lefſon againe ? Oviett, Theor- 
der of the words in this place of e«tthew , putting 
teaching beforc baptizing, doth importa necethtic,thar 
inſtruction ſhould alwaies hane the precedence , and 


| baptiſme follow after it. eAn/w, They laya greater 


weight 
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weight of neceſſitic vponthe order of the words, then 
he Spirit of God hath made neceſſary ; that which 1s | 
precedent in words, may ſometimes be ſubſequent in 
deed, and praftiſe : Otherwiſe we ſhall haue the Euan- 
gelifts much varying, and one differing from another a- : 
| bout /9h-s miniſtery : e Aſatrhew and Luke firſt mentio- _—_— 
ning his Preaching : and .2farke beginning with bis 4,17 
| baptiſine, ſaying ; 7ohn did baptiſe in the Wilderneſſe, and 
preach the baptt/me of Repent ance : Eliah is appomnted to 
 annoint [147 acl, and Tehu for Kings,and Eliſha for a Pro- 
pbet, but he that \uas laſt named was firſt annointed, King» 
1,19,15,16, The Apoſtle exhorteth, that ſupplicati* 
ons, prayers, giuing of thankes, intercethons, be made 
foralimen : Is it therefore vnlawfull ar any timeto of- 
fer praiſe to God inthe firſt place, or tocommend the 
caſe of ow: brethren ro the Lord before we propoſe our 
owne needes ? or may not ſome of theſe at ſometimes, 
be made without ſome of the reft ? If they will ſoltrict- 
ly by this precept of Chriſt, reſtraine all Miniſters from 
any baptiſme betore they haue taught them, they mult 
likewiſe thereby impoſe a great necelfiric vpon them, 
nn nts” 
whom , , 
_ which Paul to haue beeneomitred by kin - yoogy "* 
. and that with good warrant from Chriſt; .. | : 
. Obieft, Batthey bringandther place,v37, Aſark.16. Obiett. 
16, to ſecond, and backe this of Matrhew,with a great 
addition of force, as they imagine, where our Sauiour 
biddcth theeleuen gee through all the world,and preach 
of 1 the Goſpcll to euery creature, he that ſhall belecue, and 
be baptiſcd (hall be ſaued, but he that beleeuerh nor, 
ſhall be condemned, What ſeche we farther ( ſay they ) 
When the Lerds words doe openly ſound that they were to 
, reach firſt , exe they baptized, and then after baptiſme,nm:;/f 
follow faith, ) ' Yr 0s 
«Aaſw, Sichence, our Sauiour incendeth a true fa. eAn/w, 
| L I __ mag 
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uing faith, and not alone proteſsion of it, and that our 
oppolites doc lay a necefsitic vpon the Charch, to ad. 
mitof none bur faithfull perſons, and require the fame 
care of baptiſers, that is to ſay of *any man,of any trade, 
occupation, or conglition, (as well as a Paſtor} if he 
can make adiſciple, and bring one to his owne opinion; 
for they ſay (The lraft m the Kingdome of heaven ts rea. 
ger then Job — and they are the ſucceeders of the 
e Apoſtles m their dottrine, ) 1 aske them at what age 
they will haue their children tobe baptiſed, and what 
teſtimonies of faich be needtull to ſecure them by whom 
the worke of baptiling mult be performed, whether if 
the child or party ſay ke beleeutth,it is enough,or what 
rules, or ordinances Chriſt hath ginen, by which we 
may certainely know, that now (and not before, or af. 
__ he isto receiue bapriſme as a beleeuer, And now 
for anſwere to the text obicted, it is to be remembred : 

Firſt;thart there was much extraordinarinefſe in thoſe 
diſciples to whom that commiſsion , and charge was 
then giuen: Their principall employments were abour 
the conuerſion of 'the Intidels, and vnbeleeuing Gen- 
tiles, and therefore ir = I that they ſhould be. 

inwith ing, whereby men might be broughtto 
__ Chriſt; ors creamy faith ro embrace the 
dodrine of Saludtion-:i For they were appoirited 
for maſter-bailders :*co whom it belonged tobeftow 
oy firſt paines, in lying the teundarion of Gods 


' Secondly, tharrhoſEpeople th whom they were ſent, 
weremoftof thein,varill that time, without Chriſt,and 
aliants from the Common-wealth of 1frael, and ſtran- 
gers fromthe Coucnants of Promiſe, and without God 
1n the world ; And thecetore if baptiſme ſhonld hane 
beene adminifired yntoſuch, before rhey had heard the 
Goſpcll, and declared thcirtaith therein, the ſeale of rhe 

Couenant of grace had beene ſerto ameere blanke. 
| Thirdly, 


- 
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Thirdly, it is required of them that voluntarily pre. 
ſent themſelues,and come to chriſt,that they ſhould bee 
taught of God, and bring Faith with them to belecue in 
him , but the eaſe ſtandeth otherwiſe to thoſe that are 
preſented and brought to him by others, as his facilitic 
ipoken of by three Euangeliſts doth teſtifie. "Wk 
Fourthly , though the ele infants of the godly be- 3008 0-39-45: 
leeuc not ; yetthey are not to bee deemed vnbelecuers, 99 
ſuchas are in way of oppolition ſpoken of here, hauing 
an abſolute priuation of Faith with a compleate habir 
ot infidclitie, for that (our aduerſarics being Iudges) 
they be not obnoxious , and ſubiett ro the ] 
here threatned ; for then the grace of God ſhoald nor 
bring ſaluation to all forts of men, but accidentall dce- 
fets; and ſuch as areno finnes, or gs ITY Tit, 
neceſſarily turne to the perditienof many , fo that this 
Scripturg doth no more debarre them from the Sacra. 
ment,then it doth from Heauen,and enerlaſting life. * . 
Fittly, infants are diſpenſed within many _—_— 
hauecx:mptions from the ordinary conditions of men: 
tor notwithſtanding the Apoſtle commandeth thar if 
there were any that would not worke, they ſhouldnot 
eate ; yet thishindreth not little children trom cating, 2,The,z.10! 
though they cannot worke : And albeithee ſaiththar at 
ahe iudgement ſeate of Chrift , euery man muſt receiue 
tor the wockesthart are done in his body, whether goed 
or euill; and that Chriſt will reward euery one accor- 
ding to his workes , 2. Corin: 5,10, agreeable to the 
words of our Sauiour himſelfe, foretelling vs; that they 
which haue done good, are peoplethat ſhall come forth 
of their graucs to the reſurrection of life, Job: 5. 29. 
yet the choſen yong ones,that then ſhall be, or which at 
any time hauebegun,& determined their daies together; 
and who neuecc lived to enter into the race of well-do- 
ing, ſhall be recomp onely according te Chriſt his 
{cruices performed for them. 
LI 0b: 7, 
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Ob: 7. They further -yer sbieQ, (T hat there is x0 
greater cauſe Why baptiſme ſhould be giucn to infants, ra- 
ther thenthe Lords Supper, Which exen by v5 us wot gran- 
red unto them, ) 

eAnſs: As _ the Scripture did not cuery way 
expreſle a large difference berwi eene thoſe two ord inan- 
ces ; for if wee contider the nature properly of baptil- 
me, it is a repreſentation of our ſpiritxall birth , and 
childhood , and a folemne forme ot admillion into the 
number of Gods people ; whereas the Supper is giuen 
to thoſe which are more growne in age , which hauing 
pafſed infancy,are now able to beare {trong meare : and 
therefore requireth of them iudgement to difcerne the 
Lords body, and blood, to examine their owne conſci- 


ence,todeclarethe Lords death,andto weigh the pow. - 


cr of it: The words of the Apoſtle are dire, when hee 
exhorteth that man ſhould prooue , andexamine 
himſelfe,andearteof this bread,and drinkeof this cuppe; 
and teſtifieth, that he which eateth and drinketh ynwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh iudgementto himſelfe ; but if 
this giue them nor ſatisfaFtion,bur that they will pleade 
that theſe dntics belong onely to men of ripe ycercs, as 
Faith, and Repentance doe in the other Sacrament ; yet 
allchat they ſhall gaine thereby,and that at the moſt will 
be euitted, is not that childrenare to beexcluded from 


baptiſme,bur may ſeeme fit to be admitted to the Com- | 


munion. 

Ab: 8, Laſtly,they make baptiſine to bee needleſle, 
and vnneceflary tor hos feradmch as they hold them 
to be free fromoriginall ſinne,and conſequently from all 
manner of ſinne, 

eAnſw: Originall ſinne is the occaſion of this dan- 
gerous opinion ; for had not the vnderſtanding of the 
brochers , and maintainers thereof beene blinded with 
naturall corruption, they w&ad ner haue fallen i110 
ſuch a pernicjous ertor, focontraty to the Scciprures, fo 

derogatory 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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derogatory to Chriſt his meditation and merits, and 

fo clearely conninced by that apparant effect of vni- 

uerfall mortalitie : doeth not Pax! declare thar by 

the ſentence of Gods lawe all monrhes bee ſtop. 

ped , of menthat would attemptto iultitie their wayes 

or nature - and that all the world is culpable before Rom:4.19. 
God? doth not lob confidently conclude the impu-itie 

of mans nature, and of eucry mothers ſonne, when hee 

faith , whocanbringa cleane thingour of that which is 
vnclcane? notone? and doth not Dauid confeſſe himſelfe 195: 1 4.4. 
to haue beene originally ſinfull, when he ſaith, Behold 7 Plal: 51.5. 
Was begotten inwickedneſſe , and un ſinne did my mother 
conceine me ? wherein hee doth not bewaile the puniſh- 

ment of Exe, or the paines which his mother endured 

for him, ( as thoſe _— interpret it, ) but the 
fonntaine of his owne tall, and filthy behauiour ; and 

doth not the Apoſtle prooue all forts , and ages to bee 

guilty of ſinne,becauſe they are ſubieR ro death : Who 

can recount the multitude of monſtrous and barbaroug R9mi5+12.t4, 
abſu; ditizs which w:ll enſue vpon this hideous and 

blac ie point ? as this one, and that a foule one,that chil. 

dren dying before aRuall tranſgrefſion muſt needes 

eſcap-: damnation, by vertue of their owne innecency 

withour Chriſt ; yet (ay theſe men ( they hane their re- 
ſurreftion , from th» dead by him , and alſo their plori.. 
fication, ) | 

A«uſv: Then may they bee glorified by Chriſt, who 

were neuer redeemed, called, inftified, or fanftihed by 

him,nor fo much as members of the Church ; for that he 

gaue himſ{clte for, faued, fanctified, and cleanſed by the 

waſhing of water : This is another , and graunted by gph:5.25.26. 
them that there is one condition of all i before 

actuall tranſgreſſion, one as good as another, and in as 

good cafe as another ; for (fay they) all (exceprtthe wic- 

ked thar reie&t Chriſt ) incſtimable te by 

Chriſt; for by e Adams fall,mankind,and aÞ] other crea- 


cures 
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tures arc brought into vanitie, corruption , and miſery , 
into cuerlaſting glory : Behold what good company 
theſe men of this mind prouide to conuerſe with at the 


| laſt day,&forcucrmore: Althe infants of the Sodomires, 


F 


Cor:15, 


2,Sam:15.3: 


Pal.137.9.! 


_—_ X7- 


notwithſtanding that at the deſtruttion of the Citie 
there were not ten righteous perſons to bee found in it; 
and the vnrighteous cannot inherite the Kingdome of 
God ; ' andall the infants of the eAmalelires , whom 
Saul commanded to ſhew no mercy to, but to lay both 
infant and ſickling ;and all the infants of Babe, whom 
at the reuenge of 7/7ae!s _ , Whomfocuer ſhould 
daſh againſt the ſtones, ſhould as ableſled man receiue 
a recompence forit; andallthe ſeede of the worlt belce. 
uers, that cuer haue beene ſince the beginning of the 
world,if they dyed young, although the Scripture pro. 
nounceth them vneleane. A third will bee, that it will 
ſcarce {tand with inRice to giuecp:rection to children, 
(forthe rightcous ought to bee ſmitten) becauſe wee 
know not how long they retaine their innocency,and at 
what age they looſe it : and whether their (tubborneſſe 
frowardneſle, jor lying be yet a ſinne inthem or not : 1 
the profeſſion,and holding of this perrilous tenant, bee 
accompanicd with ſuch noyſome conſequents, what de. 
torſion and aluſe of Scripturcs may we looke for in the 


. defence of it, as we ſhall ſee in the ſequele ? their foun- 


dation is (that no infant Whatſcencr it mn the eſtate of the 
condenynation of Het: ) If this antecedent were true,the 
conſ.quent would be good;but it reſteth to be proued, 
which is attempred in this manner, ( without ſinne there 
15 10 Condemnation , without tranſgrefſion of the law there 
is no ſine ; Tohn 34.Rom: 5.1 3. Ittolloweth then, ( if 
infants haue tranſgreſſed no law,there is no condemna- 

tion tothem.) - 
eArſw, The propoſition, afſamption, and concluſion 
arcall true inmatter, and yet the conſequence is tobee 
denied ; for iris no trueS07:te5,a5 hauing in it a _— 
] or 
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for the concluſion ſhould bee : Therefore without the I: is ors 
tranſgreflion of the Law,there is no condemnation, and ob y ran 
neither is, nor infants ſhould haue place in it, if it had {1 4ciefor the 
beenc framed in due forme; but tothe matter ; we ſay, concluſion, 
that though fob» there eſpecially intreate of actuall ſin, 

and infants doe not commit it in that ſenſe, as hee ſpea- 

keth in the firſt clauſe, yer they are not free fromit, bur 

guiltie of it , as it is taken for the reaſon inthe ſecond 

clauſe ; for firſt the law preſcribeth not onely what men 

ſhould doe, but what they ſhould be ; namely, confor- 

mable ro the image of God, wherein they were firlt cre. 

ated, which all children come ſhore of : ar they 

are all culpable of «Adams tranſgreilion , as y 

Ghoſt reacherh, Kom: 5,1 2.1 9, Although our aduerſa- 

ries deny it, ſaying, (Adam had a life and being, when the | 

law Was ginen bim, but infants had no life ner being at that 

time ; andthe laVy © ginento them that know it; and there. 

fore infants haning no bezng, and" [0 no knowledge, that law 

had no dominion ower them, ) 

This is no more for infants,then forold men : for no Anſiv 
man had life and being at that time, otherwiſe then in- y 
fans had : ſecondly , fo they may exempr all men from 
the fall of Adams ; that it was tor hinvſelfe aJone; for no 
man then had life, or being but hee ; and fo thoſe pre. 

= gaine- - ayers, her nag nin 
(6 owne Spirit in {0 many places : 'the 
offence of one many are dead, Row: 5.15. By one mans 
diſobedience, many were finners, (ver.19.) In Adam 
all dyed, 1 .Cor:1 IR I the A- 
poſtles argument, Heb: 7, 9.10, By Len hi L 
rythes 0 SMelebedech in Abraham; for he had like 
nor being at that time ; and yer it is faid hee was in the 
loynes ot his tather eAbrabans ? further they defire that 
it may be obſeruedz (That mankind was in «Fd2m in 
their bod y ſubſtance : Hee © the father of our bodies in 


reſpett of matter bus our forme, and ſoules came from 9orh 
M 
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he is the father of our ſpirits Heb: 1 2.9,Ecc!: 12.7, Eccl; 
8,3, T bat w«ithiy mattcr Was in Adm whereof orr bode; 
bee made, thus and zo otherwiſe were We in Adam. ) 
Anſa: Although God be the Father of Spirits,as the 
Scripture doth witnefle ; yer that is no impediment to 
naturall generations , but that Adm was the Farhcr 01 
men in whom they were all,both inrefpect of foule and 
body ;-otherwiſe how was Serþ begotten 1n him 1n his 
owne image: Gen:F, 3. For body begetreth wor body , but 
man begettethman , aed man conſifteth of body and ſoulr, 
which are the parts that conſtuunte a man: (To what did 
. God ſay? ) Increaſe and wwltiply , and repleniſh the earth? 
was ittoa ſenſeleſſe body, hauing not the breath ot lite, 
or was it to the whole man ? into whom God had brea- 
thed the breath of lite > who was thereby madea liuing 
foule 2 wee mult not thinke that the Lord ( creating e- 
uery other thing to haue ſeede inir ſelfe, according tohis 
Kind, and cauſing the creatures (as wee ſee) by vertue of 
his prouidenceto bring forth like)would make man be- 
ing the noblft of them all in this behalfe to be inferiour 
'vntoall ofthem, 


Eccleſ,13,y.2. Theplacesof the Scripture quoted by them,ſerue lit. 


Tcc($.8, 


tle for their purpoſe, for in that tweltth of Eccleſraſtes, 
Lind duſt returne tothe earth as it was , avd the Spirit ve. 
turne to God who gaut it, Soloman putteth men in minde 
of their end, by amemoriall of their beginning,and ori. 
ginall ; namely,the forme , and manner of their creati- 
on , When God faſhioned the body of the earth,and at- 
ter infuſed the foule into it , and ſpeaketh nothing of 
propagation , forthe body is not in generation made 
of mould, andtaken out of theearth ; and in the eight 
Chapter hee ſaith , That man i not Lord oner the ſpi. 
rit, to attasne the ſpirit,hee declareth the torce and pow- 
cr of death , how that it is irreſiſtible, and not to 
bee preuailed againſt by any man, and how willit fol. 
low theretore that onr whole man was neuer in aa 
w 


bi. 
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When the Apoſtle calleth God the Father of Spi- 
rits, and our naturall parents the fathers of our 
fcſh, in that tweltth of- the Hebrewes ,, verſe 9. 
by them alledged;, a difference is put -betweene 
God our Spiritual Father, the Authour of our 
Regeneration, and men which haue begotten vs, 
the procreant cauſes. of, onr naturall lite, inten- 
ding nothing -in that ſpeach touching the diffe- 
rent ny ry of ſoule and body ; which faying 
in this ſenſe is agreeable to that in Saint fohns 
Goſpell: To 4s, many. 4s recceined him, to them he 
Lane power to bee > fſonnes of God, ener to them 
that Ls in bis Name, which are borne net 
of bloud, mor of the will of the fleſh ,, but of 
God. 


And now the rall dotrine of this place haning - Do#, 2; 
beene thus _—_ of, and finiſhed , _ more The g2odneſſe 
particularly,hence learne : that the belt-way for parents 9fparentsis ve- 
to prouide well for their*children, is tobe godly them. 7 rm 
ſelues, he that ſettethhimſelte toſerue God, andtoſeeke*'* 
cuerlaſting ſaluation is bulily occupicd about the wel- 
tare of his poſteritie, and that which his ſoule ſhall feele - 
to be moſt comfortable to it : and his ſeede likely ro 
| finde moſt profitable to them, according to many teſtj- 
monies, and-promiſes in the Scriptures, teading to. the 


ſame purpoſe; As that in the Prouerbes of Selowon ; H*e 
that Walketh in bis meegritie @ wmſt, and bleſſed ſhall bus, 
children be after him, Pro.20.7, andtharin the Plalmes 
| | of Danid ; Bleſſed s the man that feareth the Lord, and 
delighteth greatly in his Commangements ; bis ſeed hail be 
mghtie vpon the carth © the generation of the, yightrone 
ſhall be bleſſed, Pſalt12.1 Gag tn 
For fir{t, they. themſclues are become the ſornes of þ,,. , 
| God,and fo theirs are the chyldren.of Gofd:his fonne's : + | 
and then conſider the pores love, eyen of eart!.ly 
2 
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parents to the progenie of their ſonnes and daughters, 
1ſanafſes and Ephraim, were as deare to facob, as if he 
12d beene their immediate parent; and fo were the chil. 
dren of Ephraim, .and « Manaſſe: td Joſeph. Although 
Naomi was but mother in Law to Rath, yet how ac. 
ceptable was Obed the ſonne of Ruth vnto her? Thou 
Hoſes was notthe naturall, but only the adopted fon 
of Pharaoh kis daughter, through of another Nation, 
though of a Nation,whom the Egyptians held as bond- 
feruants, though of a Nation that was an abhominati- 
ou vntothem, of ſuch a nation as Pharaoh feared, 
and ſought ro deſtroy. Yet Pharaoh loucd him,and pre- 
ferred him, and ſhewed all kindnefſe vnto him, for his 
daughters ſake, when ſhee had taken him for. her 
owne. 

Moreouer religious parents,' are moſt fit, and com- 
petent torteach their children to be ſeruiceable to God ; 
and to deale with God to be mercifull to their children: 
Great is the force of a fatherly admonition, anda godly 
father admoniſheth : and manifeſtly is the ethicacy of a 
parently bleſsing, when a holy parent doth blelle the 
truit of his body; as 7acob fignifyeth to foſeph for his 
hope and comfort, when he ſaith : The bleſfsing of thy 
father ſhall be mightie, with the bleſsing of my elders : 
vnto the end of rhehils of the world, they ſhall be vpor. 
the head of Joſeph. That prophane Eſau, as wicked as 
he was, didaſſurchimfelfe that hc ſhould be the berter 
for hisfarher I/aatk his blefsing, ithe could obraine it, 
and: therefore wept for griefe when he went without 
! 


gy 4 | 
Thirdly, the children of the iuſt are entitled to the 
Promiſes of God, with the bleſsings thereupon enſu.- 
ing, as we haue proucd by the teſtimonie of Peter, Att» 
2. 39, andby other places of Scripture in our former 
diſcourſe , and by that argument , the ſeruants of the 
Lord, who giue themſeluesto pictic, and "1 
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ſullained, norwithſtanding their great alſuQions, a4 
* flouriſhing eſtate of the wicked ; The raghteons 15 ene» 
mercifull, and lendeth, and his ſeede intoyerh the bleſſing 
Plal. 37.26, ; ; 

ly, the gratiouſneſſe, and happy c 


ca ned. 
mens children, is very commodious to the whole 


/ Churchof -Ged : astares, andeuill weedes will ouer- 
rugne a whole RY the gpocicerna 
by their ſecding : © t 0 graine (ſuch as 
the race, i eration of the faithfullare) is profita- 
ble ro the hu an fora crop, and we know 
thatthe beſt ſeences are molt defircd to graft with, and 
ſcrue for the benefit of many Qrchards. 

And therefore we cannot without duc m—_ paſſe 
by their folly, and foule impicty, that are fo farre deno- 
ted vnto their cuildren,and carryed with ſuch a deſire of 
their aduancement,that they calt off all deuotiorowards 
God,and negle@ the care of their owne ſaluation. They 
feare not to plunge themſclues into the battome of hell, 
ſo thar wy may raiſ- vp their names, and houſes aloft 
on the earth ; and for this cauſe they giue ouer them - 
ſcluesto miſerable jr and pinching, to bur. 


denous vexations, and rrauels, to griping bargainirig, 
and vfhry,to ſhametull injuſtice, a falhood,to art 


oppreſſion, and crueltie: They haue a good penny worth- 


(as they thinke) and buy very cheape, when they can 
_ wotldly wealth, by the loſſe of their heauenly 
appieſſe ; whenthey can purchaſe linings tor their po- 
ſteric, by paſsing away the lite of theur owne ſoules. 
But little do they think, which yer by ence,we find 
when it is too late to get helpe, they ſhall finde, that this 
manner of thriving is meere walt-alinefle : this rifing is 
finking downe, and falling, in pPR_ they make 
forteitures,in emblance of loue they praRtile hatred : in 
ſceking to ſet vp their ſteed by ſuch vnlawfall courſes, 
thev take the way to plucke them downe, and vrterly to 
M 3 vadoe 
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vndoe them for euer : No man but feroboamcould e. 
ner haue wrought ſo mach miſchicfe to /[eroboams tfami.. 
ly; ſo eAhab,and 7cIrbe!l weremoſt mortall enemies ro 


their race and linage; as N .buthadneJar prouided woe : 


and miſery to his 1ffue , rhat-wasas yet vnborne when 
he dyed;and by whatmeanes didall theſe perſons bring 
all this hurt ypontheir houſes ? by relinquſhing of reli- 
gion,and therrve ſeruices of Gad ; by exerciſing tyran- 
ny vponthe ſeruantsct God ; and by greedy gay got 
ts , to make themſclues , and cher child en Wee 
That which in taunting manner is charged vponone of 
them,may fitly, and iulily be applied vitothemgll, and 


rocuery other manwhuck walketh in their ſteppes; Loe / 


he that coneteth an exili conetcouſnefſe to bus houſe, thr tbce 
mary ſer his neſt nigh , to ejcape from the power af enih ; 
T hen haft conſulted ſhame to thine owne houſe , by deſtroying 
many people ,c> haſt ſinned agamjt thine owne ſouls, 

From this alſo,podly parents may receiue much com- 
tort whatſocuer their eitate is, be they rich, or bec they 
poore,and whether their children bee dead or lining : It 
they haue wealth,they may well hope it ſhall be forthe 
{ſe of their fons or daughters ; if they haue not wealth, 
that yer the all-futhcient God will prouide for them ſut« 
ficiently without their helpe or ſubſtance : if they bee 
dead,they hane much incouragement to comfort taem. 
{&lues in the perſivaſion ot cheir faluation; if they liue, 
though wee ihou!ddie , and So hence ; yea, and 
leauce them in attlictions , and diſttcfles ; yer this 
may bee our hope, that as the mercy of God toour 
{clues was not affured for terme of lite, bur cternal- 
ly,and for cuermore; nomore is his goodnetle towards 
ours,to ceaſe with our lite,or be determined at ourdeath 
Poore lame Mephibeſherh }:2d a facher wvingzyea an cucr 
living farier , that 2ppoirxcd him 10 be ns prouided 
for & maintained, whcn got /o7arhanthat begat him 
was flaine,and gone out of ttc worki, ihat godly poore 

P.opi.e: 
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Propher thar left his wife fo farre in debr, that neither 


ſhee was able to ſatisfie the Creditour, nor the Credi- , 


tour willing to be ſatisfied, without the taking of her 
ſonnes, tobe his bondmen) yet had taken order beiorc 
his death, for the payment ofhis debr, for the liberty of 


_ 
9 


his ſans, forthe maintenance of the family; namely, by Kings z. 4. 


felling the conſtant fauour of God, which conueyed 
imto heauen, and remained with his houſhold, here in 
earth ; But in caſe good mens children, proue vngrati- 
ous,and wicked, yet Or altogether hopecleſſe, 
for as much as the Lord hath grace, and power cnongh 
to make them better : It is withour trouble,or charge to 
himſelfe, or hurt to creatures, and why ſhould they not 
then both carneſtly pray for it, and waite for it > what 
though it be not wrought at the firſt ?' yet it may be, to 
their gteat comfort effefted at thelaft : and fo long as 
they haue a naturall life, folong may their friends hope 
for their euerlaſting life, /acobs ſons were not all good 
at the firſt yeare, nor in many yeares, and yetnot with. 
out neſle in their latter daies, before their deaths. 
And'ſo ſtood the cafe with Manaſſe the ſonne of that 
worthy Hezekiah, and with diuersof Gods people. 
And this point doth offer nota little gladneffe, and ioy, 
to the godly progenie of gracious progenitours, for that 
beſides the eſtate they haue in the promiſes of God in 
regard of their owne taithfulnefſe, they hauealfo a per- 
tion therein, by r:ght of their righteous ————— 
celtours, and fo they haue a donble portion, and may 
warrantably take double comfort, if with-all they can 
be anfwerable in due praiſes, and feruices to God, that 
hath dealt fo fatherly with them. It was a ſtrong, 
and mightic prayer that /acob made, and full of 
aflurance, of hearing, and happy fſucceſſe, when he 
remembred, that the Lord was the God of his 
father eAbraham, and the God of his father 1/aach, 
and had promited to doe him good, and _— _ 
orme 


3 
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Ten.z2, 95:0» forme it, and would yet be more mercifullto him, and 
wm his fredeafter him. It is nora trific, or matterot ſmall 
© conſequence, tobe able truly to pleade betore God, ones 
owne taith, and intcgritie, 2ndthe faithfuineflc of thejr 

father or mother, or ether of their ance ſtours, 

Athird point we may hereOut colle, 

1-tr,y, The Lord will notendurehis pcopleto be alwaies it; 
God!z men Contempt and diſgrace: As Gods people haue their times 
canno: eucr begf debalement,and wo, hauc they alſo their ſeafonneiie 
vitro" ht of honour and happincile : The nations haue beene wit- 
4"; nefſes ofhis ſeatergic long continued toward theſe (tiffe. 
| necked and hard-hearted lewes, and ifraclites, whoſc 
anceſtours called for the penaltic of bloud, of innocent 
bloud, of the bloudof Gods owne Sonne, vpon them- 
{clues andtheir children ::and the cauſe hath beene pou. 
redout accordingly, for many Generations : the wrath 
ot God is come .vpon them rathe fall ; and at the time 
appointed when they ſhall be conmerted to the faith, 
and turned to the Lord, the Nations fhall fee and 
wonder at their blefled condition, and incredible glory. 
Ia.63.4: So ſtood the caſe with them in fome former ages : ſome. 
tines they were tearmed forſaken, and their land was 
Plal.126,2, tcarmeddeſolate: And atother times they faid amongſt 
the Gentiles,the Lord hath done great things for them. 
In Zephaniah, there 1s ſuch a promiſe pronounced , as 
hath neuerfailed, when it was fit to be fulfilled ; nei. 
ther will hereafter loſe it force, when it ſhall be meeteto 
beaccompliſhed. After a certaine time , I will gather 
the afflicted that were of thee, and them thar beare the 
regroach for it. Behold at that time, 1 will vndoe all 
that attlicted thee, and I will fauc her that balteth, and 
gabher her that was caſt out, and I will get them praiſe 
among all people of the carth, when I turne backe your 
captiuitie from your eyes, faith the Lord : And our Pro. 
phet doth withas much afſurance, and boldnefle, pre- 
monſtrate the mattcr,as it the worke werethen pr _ 
Y 


yg 
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| ly in ating, and hadbeene inhand to beperformedin z,,,, .g., 

| his roma Lv hee ſaith tothe Church : eAr/e, ſbme, _ - 
for thy light is come, av the glory ef the Lord u riſen vp- l0.68.1,2. 

| ; or thee ; for behold darkeneſſe ſhall cone the earth , and 

erofſe darkenefſe the people ; but the Lord ſhalt ariſe vpon 


| | thee, and his glory ſhall be ſeene ypon thee, 


For firft kumiliation, and debaſing, is vſually ſubor- Refer x, 
dinare roglory, and exaltation; as the ſowingot ſeedes, 
or ſetting of rootes within the carth cauſeth branches, 
buds,bloflomes, and truit to ſpring out,and ſhew them- 
{clues aloft. 


Secondly , their graces will fo adorne; and ſet them , 
out, as that they cannor but bee noted and looked after, : 
It was faid of the Rowanes , that their Faith was pub- Roma,s. 
liſhed threughout the whole world : And of the Phillips 
prans that inthe midit of a naughticand crooked gene- 
ration, they ſhincd as lights in the world#holding out 
the word of life : vertue by Salomon is reſembled to —_ 
ſpikenard, and ſich like odoriferous ointments : and to , FF" 
the chicfe,and principall ſpices, filling the places where 
they are with molt pleaſant and delightſome ſauours, 
| which cuery one ſhall ſmell that is neare vatothems ' 


Thirdly , it commethto paſle very often , thattheir ; 
good eſtate by Gods bletfhng , whereby they are raiſed : 

vp,and made bencfactors to others, doth' them 

| tothe eyes,tongues,andeares of many ing tothe 

. - promiſe, Dent : 4.6, 


Fourthly,the Lord taketh this courſe with them that 4 
' the members may be conformableto their head : there. ; 
deemedof Chril(t, to Chrift his owne eſtate and condi- 
tion;for at the'firit he grew vpas a tender plant,andas a 
N roote 


£2 
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roots out of adr gar yn ty no forme, nor beau. 


ty : He was reiectcd, arid deſpiſed of men , who hid as 
it were theirfaccs from him : bur art the laſt hee had a 
portion giuen him with the great, & deuided the ſpoile 
with the {trong, //a:53.2.3.12, Ard hath a name ard 
drpnitic atour all names wheoreat all oroatures in heanen,n 
earth, end wnder the earth, doc bow 43d yerld ſubreftion 


vero, Phillip: 2.9.10, 


' This is a trueth whick the infolent enemies of Gods 
afflicted feruants giue no credit vnto at all ; for did 
they belecuc, or thinke that there were like to be ari- 
fing vp againeot thoſe wkom they (ce calt downe to the 
= Fo. on would keepe their feerc tromtheir neckes, 
and nottramplevpon them with ſuchcontempr as they 
commonly ſhew ro them. Why doe they vilifeth.m 
with contumelious wordes , with difdainefull lookes, 
with all manner of diſgracetull vſage , but becauſe they 
arc perſwaded that they ſhall be perpetuall obic&s, and 
for cuer vncapable of all good cltimation ? Impicty a- 
gainſt God,and malice againſt men, and the haughtines 
of their prowd ſpirits , and the lewdnes of their liucs, 
hauc bored out the eyes of their mindes,and made them 
Rarke blind; that no teſtimonics of the Sc-iptures, no 


- examples of former ages , no exp-tience of our owne 
' times canbring them to a conſiderationot changes, 


Hamens downetall, and Mordecai , and his peo- 
ples promortion, hath no place in their thoughts ee 
ſaying of the bleſſed Virgin, (Hee hath pur downe the 
mighty from their ſeates, and exalted them of loW degree) 
worketh nothing vpon their hearts ; they remaine till 
againſt the godly , as venemous with their mouthes for 
curſed ſpeeches ; and as violent with their hands for 
cruell oppreflion ; as if they had ncuer {cence , read, or 
heard. of any ſuch matter. They take themſclucs - 

e 
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be fix-d Starres in the Firm:ment , and altogether vn- 
like to blazing com-ts which laſt but for a ſhort ſeaſon: 
and they little thinke that reproached Chriſtians are 
as troſt-bitten plants , whole rootes yer are liuely, 
and ſappefull : oras precious mertall in the tyning por, 
or turnace , which will in cime be placed with lewels 
in a treaſury, But although they will not deſiſt from 
their malignant diſpoſirion ; yer let not the humbled 
chi:dren of God taint in their ſpirits, nor bee daunted, 


but rake courage with the Prophet, and thar perſeru-.' 


red people, and fay, in the atſurance of hope, and 
ſoundneſſe of humilitie , R-iowe not agaimſt mee O 


mine enemie: though F fall ; 7 ſhall ariſe : When ] ſhall - 


fre m darkeneſſe , the Lord ſhall bee a light onto mee; I 


wall beare the wrath of the Lord, becauſe 7 hake ſinned a” 


gavaſt hum wntcll hee pleade yonys , and execute idgpe- 
mcut for mee ; then Will hee bring mee foorth to the licks, 
and |} ſhall ſee hu righteenſnefſe, T hen mine enemy ſhall 
looks upon it and ſham ſhall contr hey, which ſaid vnto me, 
where is the Lord i ” God? mune eyes ſhall behold her: new 
ſhall ſhe be troden doWne as the myre of the ſtreetes, 


And as the aduerſaries of the poore are worthi.. 
ly to bee reprooucd, thoſe Which mult ower them in 
their hamilation , and debaſement ,/ fo are their bre. 
thren in proſperitic to bee admoniſhed , thar they 
diſparage them not for want of worldly promotion; 
nor rexe or diſcountenance them ina partiall manner, 
becauſe their eſtares are ſo meane, their apparell 6 
courſe , their eſteeme ſoflender with great perſonages 
of the world : the lefſc others ſet by them , the more 
countenance they ought to giue them; and it is their 
duty to ſupply that kindnetle with all good reſpeR, 
which in others is failing, Their Heauenly Father 
rega.deth them as well - themſelues, and declareth 

2 » as 
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as much loue, by gracing them with his Spirit, having 
choſen them to be rich 1n the faith, and heires of the 
Kingdome which he promiſcd to them that loue him. 
And the Lord Icſus Chriſt betore all men, and Angels, 
at that great and. generall atlembly, will acknowledge 
the hungcy , thirſty, naked, ſicke, and priſoners, to be 
his brethren ; and honour thoſe with rewards who haue 
dealr mercifully with them ; and recompence the reſt 
as curſed creatures, with ſhame, andeternall perdition, 
who haue bcene ha: d-hcartcd towards them, 


And laftly, let all that truly feare the Lord confirme 
themſclues againſt the dread of diſgrace, and ftcare of 
reproaches ;tor they may ſafely, and ypon ground, con. 
clude them to be temporary, momentany, and of no 
continuance, and therefore to be deſpiſed, as the ſhame 
was by Chriſt, Heb.1 2,2, Although Chriſtian ſervices 


 canhardly be performed, without obloquie, and grie- 


nous obtreQations; Although rightcouſneflc will cauſe 


men to be reuiled, pertecured, and te haue all manner 


of cuil! ſpoken againſt them, falſely, tor Chriſt his ſake; 
although they which refraine from cui!l, ſhall beare the 


imputationof bejng.contemptuous perfons, proud hy. 


| Pocrits &mad men,4s //a.z9.1.5.zet x willbe good {till 


to performe Chriſtian ſeruices, to excrciſe Righteouſ- 
neſle, and to refraine from cuill, Hearken in, this caſe 
vnto Danrd, who ſpake by inſpiration trom God, and 
his owne cxpericnce : Commu: thy Way vnto the Lord, 


and truſt in him, and be ſuall bring ut to paſſe © eArnlbee 


ſhall bring forth thy Righteonſurſſe, as the light, and thy 
sndg ement as the noone day. Hearken vnto Pcters incou- 
ragement : If ye be railed vpon for the name of Chriſt bleſ. 
fed are bs : for the Sprit of glory, and of God veftcth on 
You, Which on their part is exill ſpoken of ; but on your 0 
1 glorifyed, Looks vpon the companie of the Apo my 


I ——— 4 


- 
= 


— 


- 
——_ = wm 
* 


T he Patrimenie of Chriſlian Children. S5 


and be animated by their example, who beare nor only 
hard ſpeeches, bur ſharpe ſtripes alſo, and yet reioyced 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer rebuke for 3 5 494+ 
Chriſt his name, 

To the premilles one obſeruation more may be ad- 
ded, that . 

God his bleſling is the proper cauſe of all found Dr. * 

roſperitie : Thoſe nations, and people, that ſhall True coſperi 

he the perſons, and their ellates, ſhall yeeld that ho. tic is the fruirs 
nour ts the Lord, as to acknowledge him to haue ſo 2f Gods blet: 
bleſſed thery. Nor as though euery one that hath ob. © 
tainedgreat things inthe world, is to be thought bleſ. 
ſed, and fauourcd by him, bnt only and all thoſe which 
are made true 0wners, and inheritors of a proſperous 
eſtate, with the right vſe thereof, e Abrahams t 
was duely informed of this point, and certainely per- | 
ſwaded of it, when hee ſaid to Laban ; T he Lord hath $09.24-35- 
bleſſed my « Al aſter wonderfully, that he is become great : 
for he hath ginen him Sheepe, and Beenes, and Siluer, and 
Gold, nd <Afſen-ſeruants,and « Maydſernants, and Ca. 
mels, and Aſſes, And the fame fob meant, whenhe aid, 
and confeſl d; 07 that 7 Were as imtims paſt, when Job 2942,3; 
God preſerned me ,when bis lightſhined vpon mine head; 
&& when by his light 7 Walked through the darkneſſe, as I 
wa inthe {ies of my youth , when Gods prouidence Was - 
vpor my Tabirnacte, | ; 


Andr\1is willbethe more eafily apprehended, if wee Reaſon 1, 
can be ind cd to belcene, that all the wo-ld, and the 
things thereot are his polleſſion, and al! p:omotions; 
comforts, and commodities, at his difpoſing ; as that * 
proſperous Prince did ingeniouſly, and in folemne ma. 
ner acknowledge, laying : Thine O Lord «s greatneſſe, 
and pover, and glory, and vittery, and praiſe : for all that ) 
u in hrawen, and 1 earth, ir thine : thine s the Kingdome, 
N 3 O 
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O Lord, and thou cx:c leſt as hoad ouer all ; Bih riches 
awd honour come of thee, ard thou rerene ſt bucr all : avid in 
thine hand 15 paWer, and ſtrength : andinthme band ut 1s 
to make great, and to ore ftrerigrh toall, Ard therefore, 
neither the fauour of ſupcriours, nor commcediouſneſſe 
of trades, nor $kill, nor ſtrergth, nor pFicic, nor any 
other mcanes can preuatle to make a man wealthy, or 
honou;ablc, vnleflc he gue fuccefle. As it is in vaine to 
riſe early , andto goc late to b<d, and to cate the bread 
of forrew, to raiſe an houſe with riches, vnletle he bui 

it : fOit is to no purpoſe for men to put torth them. 
{clues for credit, or promotion, or io {ute tricnds to 
dealc for them, vnleſſc his fauour be in the fitlt place, as 
the principall mouer, and duector o: others, 


Secondly, the fame hand wherewith the Lord doth 


excrciſchis liberalitietoward his ſeruants,doth preſerne _ 


them from the miſchietes, which wealthy worldlings, 
arc alwatcs plagued with, as Pride,luxury,fnares,baits, 
burdens, by carking, and vexing, by tretting, and tea- 


ring, and ſuch-like diſtempers. Wicked rich-men arc 


like rofathorſes, in ſome calcs tierce, and boiſtrous, in 
ſome others, cowardly and timerous, ſtarting , and 
going backewards, and running away with ther 
Riders. 

Salomon in one place deſcribeth the condition of the 
thriuing inner, that al hrs dares ave ſorrowes and hu tra- 
aile griefe - his heart alſo takethre reſt inthe mght which 
\lſo 15 vamtie; Eccliſ[2.2 3. In another place, he com- 
mendeth the eſtate of the pro'pering iult man ; T he 
bleſſing of the Lord u makth ruh © and be doth adde no 
forrowes with it, Pro,10.,22, It freeth him from ewo 
forts of ſorrowes; from the fting and venome ot world- 
ly troubles, and from the ſting and plague of cternall 
damnation, that woc and horror which 4s threatned by 

our 
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our Sauiour himfelfe, and by his Apoſtle James, Iumes Lyk.6,24.25, 
5.1. For thoſe whom in mercie and faucnr God doth 

enrich ;. by the vertue alfo of his ſpirit , he doth direct 

- to make a ſpirituall benetit of corporall bleſſings, and 
poſſcions, by taking their part thereof, with rhanktul- 

neſſe, and rclicuing their needie brethren in mercie, as 

fob did, and thoſe to whom the Promiſe is made in the 
Gofpeil, ro tand at the rig 1t hand of Chriſt,and thence 

be call-d to inherit the Kingdome of glory. The com- Mar: z5.; 4+ 
modities of this lite ro the godly, the authoritte which 

is committed ynto them, their credit,their fauours, their 

ftrength, their mentall indowments, and ſach like, are 

vied by them as roſes (or other vertuous flowers, or 

fruits) which becauſe men cannot long keepe from wi. 

thering or rotting, they therctore diſtill, or make con- 

ſcrues of, and ſoretaine the quintellence, and vertue of 

them, 


Thirdly, thoſe whom God in goodnefſe, doth make 34. 
partakers of his bleſsings, he doth likewiſe with his 
watchfull eye , and proutdent hand, guard, protect and 
defend as the P/almijt profeiſerh ; Thou LORD wilt Pal:yars 
bleſſe the righteous , and with fauour voilt compaſſe . 
him as voith a ſhield, Hee kgrpeth their perſons, their Pal.y4.20, 
foules , their bodies , therr bones and limmes ; yea 
haires of their head , that nothing miſcary to their hurt : | 
Hee keepeth their goods and ſubſtance , and preſerneth Mat.10.30. 
their vvhole eſtar: , as Sathan did finde , and was 
fainc to conteſſe to him , touching /eb, aying ; Haſt 
thou not made an hedge about him , and avout his houſe, 
and about all that hee hath on exery ſide ? thou haft ble< lob xc. 
fed the worke of his hands , and his ſubſtance is imcrea.. 
fed im the land : And becauſe it ſtandeth with his 
wiſedome , and prouidence, for their benefite to-try 
them , ſometimes with corporall atfliftions , ſome- 

times 
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times with lolle of their wealth, ſometimes with con- * 
tempt inthe world ; therefore his care of them 15 im. 
ployed in the ſnpportance of their hearts, with paticnce, 
that troubles oppreflenor their ſpirits with di mpcrs., 


* and immodrrace forrow ; as appeared in /ob, who de- 


clared himſelte to be as honourable when he was deſpi- 
{cd, and a3 rich when he was impoucriſhed, as at any 
time before his change. 


Wherefore it 1s a-point both of pietic, and proui- 
dence, for them which are made to proſper, to get thejr 


7 proſperitic confirmed tobe currant'and follide, and not 


counterfer and deceiucable : to be permancnr and ſta- 
ble, and not momentany and flitting : And thercforc 
letthem diſclaime their owne worthineſle, as [acob did, 
Gen. 32.10,.and putoff from tliemſelues, all the praiſe . 
of okicis power, induftry, and good husbandry, and 

aſcribe all the glory entirely to ther buuntitull father, as = 
Moſes commandeth, Beware how thou ſayeft in thine = 
heart, my power, and the ftrength ot mine owne hand, 
hath prepared me this abundance : But remember the 


Deut.#.1748. ] ord thy God ; for it is he which giueth thee power to 


Fro.3.9,10, 


get ſubſtance to eſtabliſh his Coucnant, which he ſware 
vnto thy fathers, as appea cth this day, Neither is this 
to be the perſix aſion ot the heart alone, nor the words 
of the lippes, bur the wo: ke of the whole man, and the 
well viageof the wealth, ind other good pgitts, accor- 
ding tot Wiſcmans prcc. pt . Horionr the Lord With 
thy ſubſtance, and Wuh the firſt frmts of all thine mereaſc” 
So ſhall thybarnes be filled with plenty,and thy preſſes ſhall 


burſt witb new wine, 


And as Gold is to be acknowledged with thankes for 
tha: we hauc, { is tu: to be ſought and ſerued forthat 
which we would haue, and Rand in need of, Religinn 
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and godlinefſe is not onely neeſſary .for aluation, 


\ andthe peace of a good conſcience, but very gainefull 


for corporall and carthly well-fare, as hauing the pro- 
miſe ot this lite, and of that which 1s to come. When 
hcauenly wiſcdome is ſpoker; of by Salomon, ſhe is ſaid 
to haue length of daies in her right hand,and in her left 
hand, riches and glory : Her wayesare waies of plea. 
fare, and all her pathes proſperitie,Pro,3.16,17.When 
ſhe ſp-aketh in her owne perſon, ſhe faith ; Riches, and 
honour, are with me, cuen durable riches, and righte- 
ouſneſſle, I cauſe them that loue me, to inherite ſub. 
Nance, and I will fil] their treaſures, Pre.8.18,21, So 
that he which is faithfull in the affaires of this life, ob. 
taineth alfo ſpirituall graces ; and he which is diligent 
in yeelding worſhip to God, prouideth well tor hisout. 
ward eſtate, | 


Which maketh much for their incouragement,which 
conſecrate their waves to his ſeruice, with ſincere obe- 
dience. Thoſe whom he will raiſe vp, ſhall vndonbredly 
riſe,t ncuer ſo many attempt to hold them downe: 
and thoſe whom hee will inrich, ſhall furcly grow to 
wealth, what impediments ſoeuer may ſeemeto be caſt 
into the way : tor who ſhall reſtraine his hand from gi 
uing his owne vnto his owne ? How wonderfully did 
Abrabam,and the other Patriarches thriue among ftran. 
gers, and infidels, not only (trangers from their Religi- 
on, but vowed enemiesto their Nation ? And where, in 
his wiſedome he ſeerh it not expedient-te fill their hou- 
ks with the buike of great ſubſtance,he will make few 
things to yeeld many comforts, and ſmall things ro be 
for geat vie, and mcane things to be very precious,and 
excell.ur; in which ſenſe tt is ſaid, that a {mall thing vn- 
to the aſt man is betrer then great riches tothe wicked, 
and aughtie, P/al.37.16, —_—— —— 
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Habbat, 2,6, 
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The Patromonte of Chriftiau Children, 
worldlings, arceither pinched with penury, and want - 
or puniſhed with rhe weightic burden of curſed plen- 
tie ordignitie : as Habbakxk ſpeaketh of him that 1a. 
deth himſelfe with thicke clay : and 7awes of thoſe 


| es > were moath-eaten, and whoſe gold 


=_ Was —_—_ and _ ew who 
pathered heapes of treaſures 
ogethes. 


r 


—_ £1 — 


